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HEBREWS 7:1-25  PASTOR DAVID SAYLOR 

CHRIST’S SUPERIOR PRIESTHOOD 

Hebrews 7:1-25 

Instead of dealing with these verses in detail today, 

I want us to get the big picture and the main point. 

Now, the big picture is about PRIESTHOOD. Of 

Christ's superior priesthood over the Old Testament 

priests of the tribe of Levi, and, Abraham, and in line 

with this mysterious priest called Malchizedek, came 

out of nowhere, with no mother or father so to speak, 

who is a type and pointer to Christ.  

And the big picture is that the priesthood of Jesus 

Christ is a superior priesthood. It is a forever 

priesthood, meaning we don't need any other priests 

from now on but Him. 

NOTES:  

1. Remember in Chapter 5, Malchizedek first 

brought up, and in Chapter 6, said they were ―dull‖ 

and he WOULD go on, to “leave the elementary 

principles” and explore the depths?  Today we do that 

and we will build on a SS understanding of salvation 

with more. (are YOU ready?) 

2. Concept of GIVING TITHES to God preceeded 

the LAW.  Sacrificial giving is an eternal value for all 

who VALUE GOD….. 

And the MAIN POINT is in verse 25. Do you see 

the word "therefore"? That means this is the great 

conclusion from all the preceding truth about Christ's 

priesthood.  

Hebrews 7:25 (NIV) 
25 

Therefore he is able to 

save completely those who come to God through him, 

because he always lives to intercede for them.  

It has three parts. 

1. Christ is able to save forever(25a)—a great 

promise. 

2. WHO? This eternal salvation is for those who 

draw near to God through Christ (25b).  

3. HOW? because He always lives to make 

intercession for them. (25c). 

Think with me about the relationship between 

those first and last: that Christ is able to save forever, 

and that Christ always lives to make intercession for 

us. What's the connection/relationship? It's made 

explicit in the verse. It says that he is able to save us 

forever . . . since (or because) he always lives to make 

intercession for us.  It’s a cause/effect relationship. 

The reason you can't count on the same forever is 

because Jesus keeps praying for you.  In other words, 

our ongoing eternal salvation hangs on Christ's 

ongoing eternal intercession for us. 

This IMPLIES two huge things. 

I. WHAT ARE WE BEING SAVED FROM? 

First, it answers the question ―from what do we 

need to be saved?‖   

If, to be saved forever, we need Christ to intercede 

for us forever with God, then what is the implication 

that makes regarding what we need saving from? The 

implication is that we need to be saved from God the 

Father.  

Specifically we need to be saved from the holiness 

of God wrath of God that burns against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness and sin. (Romans 

1:18).  

God is one great big burning fire of holiness.  Sin 

and sinners, if we get within a trillion miles of is God, 

as we are, we would be consumed.  That is our main 

problem. 

Until we get this firmly and clearly fixed in our 

minds, hardly anything in the book of Hebrews will 

make sense. The major problem in the world and in 

our lives is not our troubled marriages or our 

wayward children or our financial pressures or our 

failing health or our cultural degeneration. The main 

problem in the world—everybody's problem—is how 

to be reconciled to God so that we escape his 

terrifying wrath at the judgment. That's the main 

problem. 

And the Biblical answer is priesthood.  Unless 

there is some kind of "asbestos-like‖ priest who can 

wrap around me, and take me into the center of this 

fire, there's no hope for me. That's what the Bible is 

about. 

So the reason for all this talk about Christ's relation 

to Melchizedek in verses 1-24 is because the eternal, 

superior priesthood of Jesus is our only hope of 

eternal salvation. God's wrath never changes. There is 

only one hope for sinners like us. We must have a 

faithful high priest, who will intercede for us forever. 

We need a king of righteousness (verse 2). We need a 
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king of peace (verse 2). We need someone without 

beginning and ending (verse 3). Someone who has an 

indestructible life (verse 16) and will never die and 

need to be replaced (verses 23-24). We need someone 

greater than Abraham and greater than Levi—

something like Melchizedek, who blessed Abraham, 

(verses 6-7) and who received tithes from Abraham 

and, in a sense, from Levi in Abraham (verses 5, 6, 8-

10).  

So the first implication of verse 25 is that all this 

truth about priesthood is because what we need 

saving from is the holiness/wrath of God. God's way 

of solving that problem is priesthood. This is not ours 

to figure out or solve. God has to do it for us. And he 

has done it. He ordains a Priest, his Son. 

PARENTHESIS – DON’T CONCLUDE FROM 

WHAT I’VE SAID, that ―Jesus loves me and God 

hates me.‖  Don't make that mistake here. It's not as 

though Jesus loves us and God the Father doesn't. For 

God the Father ordained the priesthood of Jesus for 

our salvation. It was his idea. It is his own Son whom 

he sends. And he loves him infinitely. (See Jn. 3:16 

for example).  All this is the love of God rescuing us 

from the wrath of God, in such a way that the justice 

of God is vindicated and the glory of God is exalted. 

II. OUR SALVATION IS NOT STATIC - DEPENDS 

ON THE WORK OF CHRIST FOREVER AND EVER 

Now the second great implication of verse 25 is 

that our ongoing salvation is not STATIC. It depends 

on the active work of Christ forever and ever, not just 

on the past work of Christ or on our past decisions 

and commitments. It says that Christ is able to save 

forever . . . since he always lives to make intercession 

for us. In other words, he would not be able to save us 

forever if he did not go on interceding for us forever. 

This means our salvation is as secure as Christ's 

priesthood is indestructible. This is why we needed a 

priest so much greater than any human. Christ's deity 

secures his indestructible priesthood for us. 

This means we should not talk about our salvation 

solely in static terms, the way we often do—as if I did 

something once in an act of decision, and Christ did 

something once when he died and rose again, and 

that's all there is to it. That’s true, but that's not all 

there is to it (today we expand on the elementary 

truths of salvation with more truth.) This very day I 

am being saved by the eternal intercession of Jesus in 

heaven. Jesus is praying for us and that is our 

salvation. 

What is this intercession? 

III.  WHAT IS JESUS PRAYING FOR US? 

I would answer the question by asking first, What 

do I need.. to be saved forever?”  What’s the answer 

to that from this verse?  I need to keep drawing near 

to God thru Jesus.  I need to persevere.  My faith 

needs to hold.  AND THAT’S WHAT I THINK HE 

IS PRAYING FOR. 

Which makes me breath a lot easier about 

persevering!   Because the thing I need most Jesus 

continually intercedes for. And when Jesus prays, 

God listens!  His prayers are always heard!  He never 

prays out of God’s will.  What Jesus prays is done.  

That’s why I as a believer WILL persevere.  That’s 

why my salvation is secure.  Jesus prays!  Hallelujah! 

This verb here, "draw near to God," is in a tense 

that indicates present continuous action, not a single 

action in the past. It is not saying: God is able to save 

those forever who once drew near to him, but who go 

on drawing near to him. If we do not go on drawing 

near to God we have no warrant for thinking that we 

are being saved by the Lord Jesus. 

Let me illustrate this by the way it looked when 

our High Priest was on the earth.  

In Luke 22:31-32 Jesus says to Peter: "Simon, 
Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. 32 But I 
have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not 
fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your 
brothers.” So already Jesus was interceding for his 
own when he was on the earth. And what he was 
praying was for our faith—that our faith not fail. (See 
his high priestly prayer in John 17:11,15, etc.) 

And he was so confident in his prayer for Peter that 

he said, "When once you have turned back . . ." not, 

"If you turn again . . ." So even though Peter stumbled 

in denial, his faith did not fail utterly. That is what the 

Lord prays for us. This is one more piece of our great 

security and our hope in this great epistle of 

assurance. 

IV. GOD BIDS US COME 

Is it not a wonderful thing to know that God bids 

us come? That this great, holy God of righteousness 

and wrath says, "Draw near to me through my Son, 

your High Priest. Draw near to me. Draw near to 

me." This is his closing invitation this morning: 
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"Draw near to me through your High Priest. Draw 

near to me in confession and prayer and meditation 

and trust and praise. Come. I will not cast you out." 

For Christ "is able to save forever those who draw 

near to God through Him, since He always lives to 

make intercession for them." 
1
 

                                                 
1
 Once again, I am indebted to John Piper for much that is in 

this message and his excellent study of the Book of Hebrews.  


