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HEBREWS 6:9-18  PASTOR DAVID SAYLOR 

CONFIDENCE, HOPE AND ENCOURAGEMENT 

Maybe, if you have been following the book, you 

found this strange – that immediately after a super 

strong warning (vv. 4-8), he follows it with a passage 

about encouragement and hope?  The wants them to 

share the confidence he has that, in spite of the fact 

that they are imperfect Christians, they will not prove 

to be false believers, but ARE partakers of salvation 

(v.9). 

I’m certain it’s due to a condition always found in 

the church.  Those who are sensitive about spiritual 

things are the first to take warnings to heart and begin 

to doubt their salvation, even though they ARE 

Christians.  And those who may actually be dull and 

unbelieving don’t even hear the warnings and 

continue their lostness (scary).   

So he gives them 3 reasons in vv. 10-18 why he 

has confidence in their salvation and he wants them to 

have the same confidence and hope and 

encouragement.   

Are you looking for some hope and encouragement 

today?  If  you can honestly see these 3 reasons alive 

in you, you can also have confidence and “strong 

encouragement” that you are saved too. 

How/when we can have Confidence 
(Assurance)? 

Three Reasons, each building on the one before 

and each more and more powerful.  HE IS 

CONFIDENT: 

I. BECAUSE OF THEIR CHANGED LIFE – V.10 

Hebrews 6:10 
10 

God is not unjust; he will not 

forget your work and the love you have shown 

(toward His name) him  as you have helped his 

people and (continue to help them).  

 He is confident because of “what they do.”.. 

o They ministered to the Saints (Heb. 10:32-35) at 

great expense 

o They had great love toward God’s precious 

name 

o i.e. – Not their work, but God working in them. 

 Not talking to “perfect people”… 

 Nervous?  Saying that the “work” we do is a sign 

that we are saved…. 

o Not things that “bring” salvation but the things 

that “accompany” salvation (v.9). 

o If you’re “saved” then these things will flow out 

of salvation.  If we think these “bring” salvation, 

we’ve completely missed the point. 

II. BECAUSE OF THEIR PERSEVERING FAITH – 
vv. 11-12 

Hebrews 6:11–12 
11 

We want each of you to show 

this same diligence to the very end, in order to make 

your hope sure. 
12 

We do not want you to become lazy, 

but to imitate those who through faith and patience 

inherit what has been promised.  

What he’s been saying all along.  Real faith is a 

persevering faith and continues on.  If you are 

persevering today, that’s one more reason to have 

hope and confidence. 

But opposite is also true.  If a persons “leaves” the 

Lord by his practice and lifestyle (and ultimately in 

his/her mind/heart, then they should have no 

confidence in their stand with the Lord, because they 

may in fact not be saved. 

That, I think is the reason the writer has to connect 

this strong warning with strong encouragement. Can’t  

Backsliding versus Falling Away? 

Isn’t it possible for a true Christian to fall into 

serious failure and fall away(for a time?  Yes.  But 

when he/she does, there is no assurance possible and 

no way for them or others to know if they are saved at 

that point (God knows but they cannot know, (by 

design)).  They should fear that they are in a position 

to be swept away in lostness. 

ILLUSTRATION – Walking Stick Bug.   

Entomology Field Trip - “Stop! Look! A 
Phasmatode!”  Yeah, that’s what we did too. Walking 
Stick Bug. By all outwards appearance, when placed 
the right environment, cannot tell it apart from a 
dead stick. 

Consider the “drifting” picture mentioned in 

Chapter 2.  When a Christian goes adrift, he/she looks 

like any dead stick floating downstream away from 

God and heading toward destruction.  IF they are in 

fact a Living Stick (Walking Stick) then that inner life 

will ultimately begin to paddle , struggle, toward 

shore and get out of the flow – like the Prodigal Son. 



P a g e  | 2 

 

Page 2 of 3 

 

Until that happens there is know way to know.  

And if it doesn’t happen, then there was no true 

saving faith to begin with – like those mentioned 

early in chapter 6. 

Too many think, “I’ll do my thing now (sow wild 

oats) THEN I’ll make a Decision.”  That’s Spiritual 

Suicide.  Salvation is not by Decision.  It is by 

Spiritual Rebirth – a work of God.  Results in a 

decision, but if you think that you can “turn that on” – 

greatly deceived.  Drifting in sin instead of fleeing to 

God is suicide. 

So one of the reasons to be encouraged and to have 

hope is because you ARE persevering! If you are that 

is.  You are seeking God, you want to love Him, you 

want to serve Him and work for Him. 

Hebrews 6:11–12 
11 

We want each of you to show 

this same diligence to the very end, in order to make 

your hope sure. 
12 

We do not want you to become lazy, 

but to imitate those who through faith and patience 

inherit what has been promised.  

III.  BECASUSE OF THE PROMISES OF GOD 

(BACKED BY AN OATH) – VV. 13-18 

Abraham is a perfect example of a Changed Life 

leading to a Persevering Faith….. 

Genesis 22:16–18 (NIV) 
16 
and said, ñI swear by 

myself, declares the LORD, that because you have 

done this and have not withheld your son, your only 

son, 
17 

I will surely bless you and make your 

descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and 

as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will 

take possession of the cities of their enemies, 
18 

and 

through your offspring all nations on earth will be 

blessed, because you have obeyed me.ò  

Many, many years before this, in Gen. 12:1-3, God 

first made this promise.  But it took his whole life for 

Abraham to see the promise fulfilled.   

God made Abraham a promise, and Abraham 

believed God, was changed by God and had a 

persevering faith, so that ultimately everything God 

promised came to be.  (What a perfect example) 

But that is not really what really got this writer's 

juices flowing about Abraham in this text.  He saw 

something else that he knew could bring any believers 

strong encouragement and hope about their salvation, 

and it has to do with God swearing or taking in an 

oath. 

When/Why Does God Swear? 

In v. 13 it says that God swore by Himself saying, 

ñI will surely bless you.ò Both a promise and an 

oath.. (These are "two changeable things" in verse 

18. 

Remember why this section was written? Verse 18 

- so we may be greatly encouraged!(strong 

encouragement)  What encouragement can I get out 

of God Swearing? 

Hebrews 6:16 
 
Men swear by someone greater than 

themselves, and the oath confirms what is said and 

puts an end to all argument.  

(You will see, "why did God swear?" And what 

encouragement can out of it?)  

When you swear (take an oath) you don’t say, “I 

swear by houseflies!”  Why?  Because they’re not 

worth very much in our eyes.   

But you may say, “By my mother’s grave I didn’t 

take that purse.”  What do you mean?  You mean, “I 

love my mother so much, that that last thing I would 

do is to bring reproach on my mother’s memory.” 

So you reach for something valuable, big high.  So 

when you’re in court they hold out a Bible or that 

have you say “So help me God.”  Why?  Because 

they feel that if they can get you to commit to some 

value that you have, you won’t lie.  

Okay, so God’s going to swear.  That presents a 

problem.  Who’s HE going to swear by?  Gotta be 

something big.  He could say, “I swear by the Sun and 

Moon.”  “all the angels in heaven.”  Or the entire 

universe.  But he doesn’t.  Why?  Because he wants 

you to have the strongest possible encouragement. 

No, v. 13 says, He swore by HIMSELF. 

In other words he's saying,  

 May I cease to be God if I don’t save and bless 

those who flee to me.”   

 May I be a liar.  May I be shamed. May I be 

accursed. 

When you hear God talking like that!!!!   

Why? Answer is – for your encouragement. 

Not only did God take an oath, but he took it on 

the highest possible value. 

GOD WILL NOT BLESS YOU AND SAVE YOU 

WHEN –  

 God ceases to be God.  

 God is a liar,When is shamed  

 God is cursed.  “May I be cursed before I do not 
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bless and save my people.”  That’s what He’s 

saying.  Isn't it amazing to have a God like this? 

Folks, we have a god like this!  

“I mean for you to have as much confidence in me 

as it is possible for you to have.”  Otherwise he 

would have sworn by something lesser than Himself.   

 

He gave us three things by which we may have strong 

encouragement, and each one get more powerful 

1. A CHANGED Life (see God working in us) 

2. A PERSEVERING Faith 

3. A God who Makes PROMISES backed up 

by an AMAZING OATH. 

 

CONCLUSION 

So as we close this morning I want to appeal to 

you with one thing. V. 18  - to flee to God for refuge 

– to take hold of the Hope offered to us. 

Flee to Him, enjoy Him, turn away from all those 

substitute “hopes” the world throws at us – that 

cannot satisfy. 


