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HEBREWS 1:5-14  PASTOR DAVID SAYLOR 

GREATER THAN THE GREATEST 

On this Palm Sunday I want to start with a 

Challenge – to me and to you: How significant is the 

Lord Jesus Christ to you?   

 Not… how often you go to church, read your 

Bible.  Not what kind of pictures you have up on 

your wall.  Not asking how religious you are but 

How significant is the Lord Jesus Christ to you?  

Because the writer of Hebrews what to remind us 

that if we’ve forgotten that, we’ve forgotten 

everything. 

 It’s possible to go about our lives and loose 

connection and focus on Jesus.  We can do the 

things as Christians we’ve been called to do, in 

truth, were really “Christ-less.” 

 It’s happened time after time thru history – with 

churches and with people… as Christ was pushed 

farther and father away. 

 Result - that many people feel they have rejected 

Christianity when they have never really been 

exposed to what it really is.  A Christ-less 

Christianity is all they ever encountered.  (a club, 

a place of morals – but not the real thing)  

Book of Hebrews is written to remind us how 

important Jesus Christ is.  

As I said last time, this book is to show how great 

Jesus Christ is. Today this book shows us how great 

and important some other things are – Bible and 

angels, …then he shows how much Greater Jesus 

Christ is to even them!  

So we have three  simple points – the significance 

of the Bible, the significance of the Angels, and finally 

the superiority of Jesus Christ.  

I. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BIBLE 

I hope you’re convinced of how important the 

Bible is.  Almost everything we do revolves around 

the Bible…. 

He doesn’t say it explicitly, but it is HOW he uses 

the Bible.   

A) It’s easy to see from the whole of the 

book of Hebrews that the Bible is the WORD 

OF GOD.  

v. 5 – Quotes Bible as if it was the Word of 

God.  Why?  It IS 

v.6, - he says…., v.7,  v.8, v.10, v.13.  Happens 

time and time again in the book of Hebrews. 

Writer wants us to understand that when we read 

the Bible we’re reading God’s Word! 

Certainly God used human men to write the Bible.  

But it is fully, divinely inspired.   

When we read the Bible we read what God wants 

us to know.   

There’s a lot of things I want to know, but this 

Bible is what God wants us to know. What a 

wonderful truth that is.  That’s more important. 

B) Also note he relies on the Bible to explain 

TRUTH.   It doesn't cross his mind that the Bible 

might be in error. He doesn't need to hesitate, he just 

uses the Bible as if it were true….  because it is. 

Hear people say “The Bible has been disproved.”  
Show me a portion where it is disproved?  Can’t find 
any parts. (Most people who say that have not even 
read it).  

 In 1861 the French Academy of Science published 
a list of 51 'scientific facts' which supposedly 
contradicted the Bible. Today all 51 of these 
'facts' are unacceptable to modern scientists.  

 Whenever the Bible makes a scientific statement, 
it is always proven correct after man has 
discovered all of the relevant facts.  

 In the Library of the Louvre in Paris there are 3.5 
miles of obsolete science books on the shelves.  
There are no obsolete Bibles! 

 Used to say “Archeology disproves the Bible.”  
Not any more. 

C) The third thing that we can see from the way 

the writer uses the Bible is that the Bible is 

CONSISTENT.  Writer brings quotes from different 

parts of the Bible all together.  Psalms, 2 Samuel, 

Deut. Etc.  He assume it's that what the Bible says in 

Psalms is the same thing that it says in Deuteronomy, 

and the same thing that it says in Samuel etc.  And we 

can make the same assumption. 



P a g e  | 2 

 

Page 2 of 4 

 

Hebrews testifies to the Bible’s consistency.  It 

pulls texts from all over the Bible.  Shows that ALL 

the Bible is consistent. 

Well, the conclusion is that the Bible is a 

Wonderful Book.  It's the best book that has ever 

been written.  It’s the most important Book ever 

written.  I hope you read it all the time.  And when we 

read it, we need to feel its power. Because this is 

God's word. And when we read it it really can change 

our lives.  

The second thing that we can learn from 

Hebrews, chapter 1 is the: 

II. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ANGELS 

This passage has a lot to say about the Angels, 

doesn't it? 

Verse 5, for example, the writer is talking about 

Angels.  In verse 7, again. Also in verse 14, they are 

called "ministering spirits". 

Actually although the the Bible is not silent, it is 

relatively quiet about Angels. Maybe less than you 

and I would like to know about Angels. That means 

that a lot of what you and I hear people say about 

Angels is often untrue.  

Along about December, angels invade our homes 
for Christmas. At the manger, bare-rumped baby 
cherubs blow fanfares while winged maidens in 
gossamer gowns hover protectively overhead. On 
television, Clarence Peabody, "Angel Second Class," 
makes me chuckle in seasonal repeats of It’s a 
Wonderful Life. On my stereo, Bing Crosby brings a 
lump to my throat by retelling how the Littlest Angel 
stashed his earthly treasures until moved to offer 
them to the infant Christ.  

Are these what angels are really like?  Many 
people, not just Christians, find angels intriguing. 1 

We have to make sure that what people might say 

about Angels is actually backed up by what the Bible 

says about them. 

The Bible is very clear that Angels really do exist. 

What do we know about Angels from this section? In 

verse 14 we know that they are "ministering spirits." 

In other words they have jobs to do. They serve God 

and God has them serve us too. 

                                                        

1 Paul Westervelt, P. (1994; 2006). Discipleship 

Journal, Issue 82 (July/August 1994). NavPress. 

Look at v. 6. One of the things the Bible says they 

do is that they worship God. That's one of the most 

important things they do (it's one of the most 

important things any of us can do).  They are very 

God centered. 

Look at V.7.  - there is something very 

extraordinary about Angels. This passage, from Ps. 

104, suggests that the angels were created to carry out 

Godôs commands with the swiftness of winds and the 

strength of fire. 
2
 (Nina sometimes describe me that 

way too ï HA). 

Cherubim are mentioned ninety times in the Old 
Testament. You mean the naked babies with the 
Shirley Temple cheeks and wings? Nope. Never once 
do they appear chubby or cute. Cherubim are angels 
created to guard God’s holiness, rather like the 
president’s Secret Service.  They stand guard around 
the holy of holies. They are mighty angels who fight 
and protect.  One can withstand entire armies.  So 
when you see the image of a cute, fat babyfaced 
angel we call “cherubs” that is wrong.   

NAMES. We understand from the Bible that 

some, maybe all, but some Angels have names. We 

hear about Michael the Archangel and Gabriel. 

STATUS.  They have a high status in God’s 

ranking. In Ps. 8 it tells us that we humans are 

created “lower than the angels (vv.4-6).  They have a 

higher status than us, yet of course as we saw last 

time in v.4, Jesus Christ is far greater.  

And Verse 14 tells us something else very 

important about Angels.  God uses the Angels to 

serve - those who inherit salvation. That's us.  To help 

us, often in hidden and unknown ways. Sometimes in 

the Bible they showed themselves, but were told that 

much of their work is done in secret, unknown to us. 

POINT.  Well angels are wonderful creatures, 

mysterious creatures, spiritual beings, surrounding 

the throne in heaven. But the writer of Hebrews 

wants us to understand that although the Angels have 

enormous significance, and the Bible has enormous 

                                                        

2 Carson, D. A. (1994). New Bible commentary : 21st 

century edition (4th ed.) (Heb 1:5–14). Leicester, England; 

Downers Grove, Ill., USA: Inter-Varsity Press. 
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significance, they are dwarfed in comparison to the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

That brings us to our third point. Most 

importantly the writer wants us to understand: 

III. THE SUPERIORITY OF THE SON. 

What do I mean when I say the Son is superior to 

the Bible or Angels? 

Over the Bible  

I’m not saying the the Bible doesn't matter.  That 

it is not important.  I am 100% not saying that. 

Because the Bible is meant to point us to the Son. 

It’s a means to an end.  It points us to Jesus.  

That’s one of the things that shows the superiority of 

Jesus. 

The Bible witnesses of Jesus. But you see, the 

opposite isn't true.  Certainly Jesus affirmed the Bible 

as important, but he never said it was most 

important.  He said that HE was most important. 

He often said, ñThis is what I say to youéò 

The early believers didn't say, “I will spend time 

to get to know the Bible and then I will know of Jesus 

Christ."  No, they said just the opposite: "I will come 

to know Jesus Christ and then I will understand the 

Bible better." 

So, the best way to understand the Bible is first to 

know and understand Jesus Christ.  

 

So, clearly, I am not undermining the significance 

and importance of the Bible.  Just that Jesus is more 

important.   

 The Bible doesn’t save me, redeem me. 

 It doesn’t forgive sin 

 It doesn’t love us 

God alone through Jesus saves us, redeemes us, 

forgives us and loves us supremely. 

Shows superiority of Jesus over the 

ANGELS . 

v. 5 - two quotes from the Old Testament.  Saying 

that “unlike the angels, Jesus is the unique Son of 

God.” 

Need to be careful we don’t misunderstand these 

quotes.  There's an age-old heresy, put forth 

originally by a man named Arius early in the 4th 

century (Arianiasm). The heresy says that God the 

son, Jesus Christ, was created by God.   

One of the reasons Arius thought this, was 

because of Hebrews 1:5, where it says ñtoday I have 

become your Fatherò  and ñhe will be my Son.ò   He 

would have said "this verse shows there was once a 

time that Jesus was not the Son of God.  Then he 

“became” God’s Son, therefore he was created and 

therefore is not God.  

Well, there's plenty of places in the Bible, in fact 

the verses that precede these (v.3) and follow are 

some, as we will see, that clearly show that this is not 

true. That Jesus always existed as only God does.  

Romans 1:3–4 (NIV)3 regarding his Son, who 

as to his human nature was a descendant of David, 4 

and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared 

with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection 

from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.  

In other words, what Paul is saying is that Jesus 

Christ, although he is, and was the son of God, 

according to v.3, although it was always true, that 

Jesus Christ was declared with power to be the son 

of God, by virtue of his resurrection.  

In other words, it had always been true, but 

suddenly it was revealed in a more powerful, 

dramatic way, by his resurrection - but it has always 

been true that he has been and is now the Son of 

God.  

And that is similar to what the writer of Hebrews 

is saying in our verses too.  There's a sense in which 

the great work that the Lord Jesus Christ does, as 

does the second person of the Trinity.. as he comes 

down from heaven, lives this perfect life, dies on the 

cross, is raised from the dead and returns to heaven - 

then we can see with greater clarity who He really is 

and why. 

We’ll see more about this later. 

Here's another way in which the son is superior to 

the Angels 

Verse 6 tells us that the Angels worship the Son. 

Remember, only God is worthy of worship.  The 

3rd commandment tells us that we are to “worship 

Him only!”  

 The apostles, when people tried to worship them, 
said, “NO!” We are only men.  Worship God!” 
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Do you see it? The angels are higher than us 

humans, but Jesus is higher than the angels.  They 

worship him. 

Not only that, but we once again we see that the 

son is equal with God, and we see that in... 

Verse 8 – shows the Jesus is called God.   

If anyone had ever tried to con you and say, “The 

Bible does not say that Jesus is God,  Hebrews 1:8 is 

one of hundreds of verses that say exactly that!  Look 

at it. 

Hebrews 1:8 (NIV)8 But about the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever….  

The father, God, calls the son, “God.”  He's 

explaining that the son really is God. Look at v. 10, 

for example. 

Hebrews 1:10 (NIV)10 He also says, ñIn the 

beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the 

earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.  

This is what God says to the Son.  The Son was 

involved in creation.  The Son was there in the 

beginning.  The Son was eternal, you see. 

Then were told in verse 11, 

Hebrews 1:11 (NIV)11 They will perish, but you 

remain; they will all wear out like a garment.  

Hebrews 1:12 (NIV)12 You will roll them up like 

a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you 

remain the same, and your years will never end.ò 

Here's more about the eternal nature of the Lord 

Christ.  This is not true of the Angels.  There was a 

time when the Angels did not exist and then they are 

created. But Jesus always existed. He is eternal.  

And finally as we consider the superiority of the 

son, the Lord Jesus Christ, we see that his victory is 

sure... 

Hebrews 1:13 (NIV)13 To which of the angels 

did God ever say, ñSit at my right hand until I make 

your enemies a footstool for your feetò?  

v. 13 – His victory is sure.  He has enemies now, 

oh yes, but eventually his victory is certain.  They will 

bow before him at his feet.  

He has won the victory already by his work on the 

cross.  He is the King of King and the Lord of Lords.   

 

CONCLUSION 

What does the Bible do? The Bible points us to 

Jesus. 

What do the Angels do? The Angels serve and 

worship Jesus.   And they too point us to Jesus. 

What do we need to remember from all of this? 

 We need the Bible to points us to Jesus. 

 We need the Angels 

But more than all of this, most of all we need the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

Without Him, religion is empty, life is empty. 

How significant is the Lord Jesus Christ to you?   

 


