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GROWING GOD’S WAY – SPIRITUAL GROWTH SERIES -4  PASTOR DAVID SAYLOR 

MONEY MATTERS! 

Last night I read a book that brought tears to my 

eyes--it was my bankbook.  Let’s have some fun this 

morning ... let’s talk about money!  

A survey was taken that showed that most people 

would rather hear a sermon on HELL than a sermon 

on GIVING! I realize that.  But I also realize that the 

subject of money is one of the most important 

subjects to our spiritual lives. 

Some of you know that.  And I’m sure some of you 

probably never have thought about that, and some 

probably think that I’m concocting this idea that ―how 

we give‖ is related to our spiritual health and growth, 

so I can make an appeal for you to give more money 

to the church.  I know that there’s a person out there 

who started a rumor that the only thing the church 

wants is your money.  (actually with all the terrible 

and sinful ways that churches and ministers have 

abused money collected from it’s congregations, it’s 

no wonder people have such thoughts).  

Some of you may be thinking, ―Boy, I came to 

church to be inspired, to be drawn closer to God, to 

worship Him – and instead today the pastor is talking 

about money and giving.  How mundane.‖  My prayer 

is that, by the end, you will change your mind and see 

that what we talk about IS ALL ABOUT drawing 

closer to God. 

So I’m simply asking you to ―be open‖ this 

morning.  We are in the middle of a ―Spiritual Growth 

Series‖.  I am trying to uncover the ―essentials‖ the 

bottom-line foundational essentials of spiritual growth.  

So far I’ve covered, 

 Worship 

 Daily quiet time 

 Necessity of being in Small Groups 

 Next time – serving God 

You say, ―Yeah those ARE all spiritual activities, 

essentials, I can see that.  But ―giving‖?That seems 

so unspiritual.  How is that a spiritual discipline? 

Please listen.  That’s all.  Listen, consider and 

think.  

The purpose of Spiritual Growing is to bring ALL 

of our lives under the canopy of God’s direction and 

grace.  When we put our faith in Jesus Christ, we set 

our desire to allow him to be the Lord (or master) of 

our lives.  We believe He has a purpose and plan for 

our lives that is better than all other plans because he 

created us for that very purpose. 

 God becomes the object of our worship, so we 

set worship up as a priority. 

 God becomes our partner and guide, so we 

value deepening a relationship with God – hence we 

focus on developing a Daily Quiet Time. 

 We were not created to be alone, we are part 

of His family and we grow better together, so we seek 

out small groups where ―iron can sharpen iron‖ and 

we can express Christian love, acceptance, service. 

It’s all about bringing the key elements of our 

lives under the curtain of  his direction and grace. 

Now, I THINK it would be a great blunder if we 

do not make the connection between God and the 

material aspects of our lives.  Let’s face it – material 

things are necessarily a big part of our lives.  We eat, 

sleep, work, play, we exist in a material world.  God 

created a material universe.  ―Materialism‖ is a term 

we use to describe when people make material things 

so important that they live for them and not for other 

important things, like people, relationships and God. 

So, if we are going to get closer to God, bringing 

our lives under the canopy of His direction and grace, 

we had better see that to shut Him out of this area 

virtually guarantees that we won’t reach our goal. It is, 

after all, a HUGE aspect of everyone’s life. 

Here’s fun a test.  How many of you brought a 

Bible today to church? (hands)  Be honest, how many 

carry your Bible with you Monday thru Friday? 

(hands)  

On the other hand - How many today brought 

your wallets (purse…) today? (hands)  And you will 

be taking it with you every day this week as well, I’m 

sure.  

Some of you are working 30-40-50-60 hrs./wk to 

earn money.  Some have gone or are going to 2-3-4-5, 

even 6 years of college to be able to get a job and earn 

money.  Others can’t wait to get out of here so they 

can go to the mall and spend it! (usually NOT the one 

who earned it)  



P a g e  | 2 

Page 2 of 5 

 

And by the way – God is not against money, if 

anything he’s for it.  He’s for you having it and even 

enjoying it.  At the same time, and this is important, 

He also wants to make sure it doesn’t ―have you.‖ 

  And God says that our attitude towards money 

and wealth and possessions greatly affect who we 

are and yes, even our relationship with God.  

So now let's see what God has to tell us about these 

issues. But first, let us pray: 

Dear Lord, we thank you for the opportunity to address this 
very important topic -- one which confronts us every day of 
our lives. I pray, Lord, that you would be with me and help me 
to speak your words, that you would open our hearts and 
make them sensitive to your teaching and your leading. 
Thank you that we can be here this morning and think about 
who we are. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

Since the Bible actually talks a lot about money I 

am going to select some of the subjects for us today 

that  I think will be most helpful to us. 

I. WHAT DID GOD CREATE MONEY AND 

MATERIAL THINGS FOR? 

1. TO PROVIDE NEEDED NECESSITIES 

Number 1: Money is used to provide for the 

necessities of ourselves, our family and our relatives.  

In 1 Timothy 6:8, Paul writes "If we have food and 

clothing we will be content with that." -- and surely 

providing for these necessities for ourselves, our 

family, our relatives should be high on our priority 

list of what we do with our money. 

2.  TO ENJOY GOD’S CREATION 

God tells us that a second intended use of money: 

in addition to providing for necessities, is that we 

might enjoy it. The truth is that God wants us to use 

the money and the riches that he has provided for us 

for our enjoyment.  

We read in 1 Timothy 6:17, Paul writing to 

Timothy, saying "Command those who are rich in 

this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their 

hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their 

hope in God, who richly provides us with everything 

for" -- for what? "for our enjoyment" 

So enjoying what we have is important.  

III.  TO GIVE SOME OF IT AWAY - 

(ESPECIALLY TO GOD WHO GAVE IT) 
2 Corinthians 8:7 (NIV)

7
 But just as you excel in 

everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 

complete earnestness and in your love for us—see 

that you also excel in this grace of giving.  

In fact, when we give God anything, we are 

really not giving him anything that he doesn't 

already have! Everything that we have belongs to 

God.  But he love it when we give to Him anyways. 

When my son, Thomas was about 4 years old, he came up to 
me and says, "Daddy, could you give me some money?" And 
I asked, "Well, why do you want money?" And he says, 
"Because I want to buy you a present." So I give him money 
and he goes and buys me a present, and he buys a gift and 
gives it to me.  

And you know what? Even though he was giving me what 
was mine already, I loved getting the present! I felt really 
good that my son wanted to give me something because he 
loved me, even if it was only TEMPORARILY HIS!!!  

That's the way it is with us and God. It’s already 
His. He is not benefiting from it. He doesn't tell us to 
give because he needs the money, but because of 
what it means when we give it. 

II. LETõS LOOK AT THE THINGS THAT GIVING TO 

GOD DOES  (WHY IS GIVING TO GOD SO 

IMPORTANT?) 

1. First of all GIVING money to God is a 

way of turning something that is 

temporary into something that is eternal.  

Matt. 6:19-21  Money (which represents all things 

material) is only money...it is only paper...it is a 

temporary thing... but when we spend it on God's 

kingdom it becomes an eternal treasure.  And 

according to this passage, a treasure that gets applied 

to your spiritual bank account.   

This material world is temporary for all of us. And 

we have all heard the expression ―you can’t take it 

with you.‖  But when we give to God and His church, 

magic happens. Those pieces of paper that you put in 

the offering plate are used to provide: SS curriculum, 

to pay mortgages and utilities and salaries, to support 

missionaries, etc. 

Let’s face it, money makes this TEMPORAL place 

possible. But here in this temporal place people 

become Christians....people grow in faith... people 

learn to share the love of God with others. .. and 

people answer the call to missions and ministry -- all 

because people give money to God. 

The late W. A. Criswell used tell this story when he 
preached on Matthew 6:19ς21: άOne day when John 
Rascus put $300 in the collection plate he said softly, 
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άLΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƳ ǎŀƛŘΣ άhƭŘ 
John is getting senile. He says he is going to see that 
Ϸолл ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ 

Now, the church treasurer used some of that $300 
to pay the electric bill. He gave some of it to the 
preacher to buy gasoline. Some went to ministerial 
students, and some to the mission field. 

Early one morning John Rascus died in his sleep. 
On that first day in glory, he walked down the golden 
streets and a young fellow came up and said, “Thank 
you, brother John. I was cold and lonely and it was a 
dark night. I saw the lights of the church. Just to get 
out of the dark, I went into the service. While there, 
the darkness left my soul and I found Jesus.” 

Another came to him saying, “John the preacher 
came to the gas station. As I filled his tank, he told me 
about Jesus and I gave my heart to the Lord.” 

Next John met a group of people who said, “I want 
to thank you for those students you helped train. They 
preached the gospel to my family, and we found the 
Lord.” 

He next met people from the other side of the 
world, “Thank you, brother, for sending us the gospel 
across the seas.”  

So you see, old John Rascus DID SEE his $300 in 

heaven AND the best thing you can ever do with your 

money, is to find a way to give it to God.  Because 

WHEN GIVEN TO GOD AND HIS WORK, it is 

NOT only money - it becomes an eternal treasure.  

And according to this verse, a treasure that gets 

applied to your spiritual bank account.  Are you 

accumulating treasures in heaven? 

2. Giving to God is one of the best ways to 

defeat the False God of Materialism.    

And the second important thing that giving to God 

does is this – it’s God’s way to help us defeat the 

false God of Materialism. 

Perhaps this is why Jesus talked about money so 

often. Because He knew that if you and I are not 

careful, money can become an idol, the False God 

that displaces the True God. 

Matthew 6:24 (NIV)
24

 ―No one can serve two 

masters. Either he will hate the one and love the 

other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 

other. You cannot serve both God and Money.  

 Jesus, in Matt. 6:24, went so far as to picture 

money as an evil entity...a false god...opposed to the 

purposes of God giving it the Semitic name: 

―Mammon.‖ Now, understand, this was a new thing. 

No one else in the culture of Jesus’ day had given 

money a name like this as if it were a living thing. But 

Jesus did. He made this unique point because He of 

course saw everything in a unique way. He looked at 

everything with the eyes of God and from this eternal 

perspective He saw that money was not just a 

neutral medium of exchange, but was something 

that we can very easily lift to “idol status”. And 

Jesus knew that when we do this...when we love 

money to excess, well then, money—or Mammon—

can become more important to us than God Himself! 

And there no more powerful false God in our 

world today than Mammon.  (it’s the American Idol).  

The AMOUNT of money is not the problem. 

The well off or the poor can just as easily slip into 

this idolatry. 

You see our problem with money and 

possessions is not how much we have. It is how 

much it has us.  

Here’s Jesus’ secret.  The way to tame the God of 

Mammon is to learn to give generously. 

Jesus tells us that we can serve God, or we can 

serve money, BUT we cannot serve both. Jesus 

doesn’t tell us it’s difficult to serve both. He doesn’t 

tell us it’s unwise to serve both. He doesn’t tell us it’s 

spiritually immature to try to serve both. He tells us 

it’s impossible to serve both! We must choose.  

Bottom line - There is no way to grow to spiritual 

maturity without committing your finances to the 

Lord. For as He said in v. 21, ―... where your treasure 

is...there will your heart be also.‖  

III. 2 COR. 8&9 ð PRINCIPLES OF GIVING.   

Perhaps you are now saying, ―Ok, I’m convinced – 

Money matters!  Giving is important to my Spiritual 

Life – so… How Should I do it?‖ 

According to the Bible, giving is: 

1. CHURCH Centered  
2 Corinthians 8:1 (NIV)

1
 And now, brothers, we 

want you to know about the grace that God has given 

the Macedonian churches.  

The Macedonian Christians gave generously 

THROUGH their churches.  The main avenue to give 

to God is through your local church… 

2. From the HEART (vv. 2-9) 

vv. 2–5  
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The motive of giving is important. 

(a) SOME GIVE OUT OF DUTY. Duty is a 

marvelous virtue but it can be awfully joyless. 

Tithing out of DUTY is no fun.  

(b) OTHERS GIVE OUT OF FEAR. They're afraid 

of what God would do to them if they didn't give!  

Wouldn't you hate to think that God is like some 

petty racketeer who's going to mug you if you 

don't kick in? But it’s not out of fear we give.  

(c) OTHERS GIVE OUT OF GREED.  Some 

preachers peddle the idea that if you give, God 

will make you financially rich. I heard one say, 

"If you want to be a millionaire, give God 

$100,000---He can figure out what that is a tithe 

of." That sort of stuff is like making God some 

sort of big heavenly slot machine that's been 

fixed. No---to get any pleasure out of giving we 

have to have the right motives! Which leads me 

to the only true motive for giving to God:  

(d) To enjoy giving, we must give out of a love 

for Christ and our GRATITUDE to Him.  

This must be our motivation. Do you catch what 

Paul said about the Macedonians in 1 Cor. 8:5?  He 

said, they gave themselves first to the Lord. And you 

know, that's what God really wants! He's more 

interested in your HEART and your MIND and your 

WILL than He is in your bank account. (when that 

happens we give ―cheerfully‖ (v.9:7) because it’s out 

of love. 

3. PROPORTIONATE to your Means (8:10ð15)  
2 Corinthians 8:11–12 (NIV)

11
 Now finish the work, 

so that your eager willingness to do it may be 

matched by your completion of it, according to your 

means. 
12

 For if the willingness is there, the gift is 

acceptable according to what one has, not according 

to what he does not have.  

―According to your means,‖ means that people 

should give an amount proportionate to what income 

they get.  This fits not a ―same size for all‖ (church 

dues) but a percentage of what you get.  ($10 give $1, 

$200 gives $20)  That sounds a lot like the tithing 

principle, doesn’t it? 

What about tithing? We’ve all heard, ―It’s part 

of the Old Testament law.  Not a NT principle.‖ 

 We are not saved by keeping the Law.  (We are 

not saved by giving to God.) 

 But the principles of the Law are not ignored.  

Jesus said not one jot or title shall pass from the 

Law. Then in Matt. 5:19, Jesus said,   Anyone 

who breaks one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches others to do the same 

will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, 

In the Old Testament, God commanded the 

Israelites to give tithes—one-tenth of their produce or 

income—for three reasons: 

1. To support the Priensts and Levites, who were 

responsible for the tabernacle and worship. 

2. To support various feasts and sacrifices. 

3. To establish a pool of resources to help the poor, 

orphans and widows, and strangers in the land. 

Doesn’t that sound a lot like what we give to the 

church today?...(show slide) 

QUESTION? Can you think of one New 

Testament example in which Jesus Christ took an Old 

Testament principle and lowered the bar? No, in fact 

the Lord usually raised the standard:  

Matt. 5: 21+, 27+, 33+, 38+, 43+   Jesus 

constantly held people to a higher standard not a 

lower.  

The reality is -- those who want to discount the 

biblical concept of tithing usually want to justify a 

lower level of giving. But they won’t find support for 

that in the teachings of Jesus Christ. 

 In the story of the widow’s mite, the aged widow 

gave all the she had—100%! 

 Similarly, the rich young ruler was told to give all 

that he had to the poor—100%.  

 In the early church, the Book of Acts tells us that 

the believers had all things in common, even 

selling their property and giving all the money to 

the church—100%.  

 And in Christ’s command to Zacchaeus, the tax 

collector was instructed to give half of his goods 

to the poor—that’s 50%. 

Many people seem to want a figure of how much 

to give. Every Christian I know who is happy giving 

to God is involved in systematic, proportionate 

stewardship, and they made a commitment to give 

God at least a tithe.  

4. Handled HONESTLY (8:16ð9:4) 
2 Corinthians 8:20–21 (NIV)

20
 We want to avoid any 

criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift. 
21

 

For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only 

in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of men.  
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When money is given to God, those who 

administer it on God’s behalf had better take special 

care that it is handled honestly and with total 

integrity.  I would not want to have to answer to God 

for mishandling God’s gifts. 

In our church…. 

Chapter 9 Shows some RESULTS of Giving to 

God in Such a Way: 

5. It BLESSES others (9:1ð5) 

v. 2 and your enthusiasm has stirred most of them 

to action. The Corinthians generosity was stirring up 

the Macedonians’ generosity.  Whenever you give 

generously to God, others will be blessed.   

6. It BLESSES the Giver (9:6ð11) 

vv. 6-8 This is the ―law of the Harvest.‖  You 

cannont outgive God (bigger shovel). 

7. It GLORIFIES God (9:12ð15) 

v. 13 That is what we want to do – glorify God. 

CONCLUSION 

Let me close with a personal testimony.  There are 

many things I enjoy in life- things I really love to do.  

 I love my job (great blessing). 

 I love spending time with Nina and my family 

 I enjoy a good sporting event (Superbowl) 

 I enjoy photography, building things  

 I could go on --- and maybe by now you too are 

thinking of things you enjoy too.  

I want to tell you that years ago, when I gained an 

eternal viewpoint, I discovered that another thing I 

truly enjoy -- that is being generous.  Generous to 

God, and generous to others in God’s name.   

Now that you know what I know, I hope and pray 

that you will take the challenge and make giving to 

God and His work a priority in your life.  Start to 

give to him regularly, proportionately, generously. 

If possible, start giving 10% of what he’s given 

you (we give 15-20% to the waiter for a tip) -- and 

see if you are not blessed as multitudes like me have 

been.  (If you can’t give 10% joyfully, start with a 

lower percentage …) 

INVITATION - You know every week our ushers 

come forward and we put our monetary gifts in them 

and we called that time "THE OFFERING."  But it is 

not the only time we give to God in worship. In fact, 

right now....at the end of this service is another time 

of giving. Because it is in these moments that we give 

God our lives.  

This morning is God calling you to participate 

publicly in THIS "OFFERING?" 

  Is He knocking on your heart's door.....asking you 

to invite Him in....if so, then I urge you to let Him 

in....today make your public profession of faith in 

Jesus. Give your life to Him today.  

 He could be asking others of you to give 

yourselves to the ministry of this church...by 

becoming members to this local body.  

 Whatever your decision we invite you to walk the 

aisle and make it public as we stand and sing. 


