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(Luke 1:26-35 — read previously.) Take your Bible
and turn to Luke, chapter 1, the Christmas story. I’'m
going to begin reading in just a while.

There are so many “spectacular” aspects to
Christmas. Yesterday heard a Brooklyn Youth Choir at
Museum of Art.. (Christmas lights, musicals,
celebrations of all sorts, parties, Santa, Rudolph,)

Today we are going talking about something that
is the most spectacular of them all — by far! Perhaps
the most amazing thing that God ever did. It is at the
heart of the Christmas story, but because we know it
so well, we tend to “hear” it and “know” it without
really appreciating how unbelievably great it really is.

We’re going to be talking today about the virgin
birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. You see,
Jesus did not have His start in Bethlehem.  Jesus
stepped out of the glory, as Jesus himself said when
he once stated, John 8:58 *® “/ tell you the truth,
before Abraham was born, I am!” (NIV) And he
took on human nature and form, through the agency
of a virgin, with no human father. He was born both
God and Man. Incredible! Spectacular!

And | want to show you in this message that you
and | have no hope of salvation apart from the virgin
birth and what it accomplished. | want to show you
that if you take away the virgin birth of our Lord
Jesus Christ and his Deity, you have destroyed the
whole foundation of Christianity, and it will all
collapse like a house of cards. It is not incidental. It
is fundamental.

I have three main thoughts this morning.

I. FIRST OF ALL, | WANT YOU TO THINK ABOUT
THE SACRED MYSTERY OF His BIRTH.

We are in Chapter 1. The angel has announced to
Mary that she is going to be with child. Now, Mary is
a virgin. She is engaged to a man named Joseph, but
marriage has not yet transpired. They are not living
together as husband and wife. And yet, the angel
Gabriel says in v.31, “Mary, you're going to have a
baby and you should name him Jesus. ”

Then Mary asks a very pertinent question,
beginning in Luke 1:34 3* “How will this be,” Mary
asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

Good question. “How is this going to happen?
This is a mystery to me. How shall this be, seeing |
know not a man?”’

Luke 1:35-37 * The angel answered, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born
will be called the Son of God. *® Even Elizabeth your
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and
she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month.
3" For nothing is impossible with God.

Can you say amen to that? Now if you have
difficulty with that, you’re going to have difficulty
with the virgin birth and almost anything else in the
Bible. “For nothing is impossible with God. And
Mary said, Luke 1:38 8 I am the Lord’s servant,”
Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.”
Then the angel left her.

Now, we’re talking about the MYSTERY of the
virgin birth. May I tell you that the virgin birth does
not depend upon your understanding for its validation,
is that okay? You don’t have to understand it to
validate it. There are a lot of things we don’t
understand.

We don’t understand how a brown cow can eat
green grass and give white milk. We don’t
understand that.

Most of us here don’t even understand how a
windshield wiper works. We know it works. | mean,
it takes the water off the windshield, but if you had to
write a diagram and describe to me what makes the
windshield wiper go back and forth when you push
the switch, there are many in this building who could
not do it. Now some of you engineers could do that.

Folks, I'm telling you there are a lot of things we
don’t understand, but we experience.

The late, Vance Havner said, “ | don’'t
electricity, but | °'m not
unt il I do”

I have no difficulty with the virgin birth if | believe
in creation. If God could create Adam without
mother or father, He could certainly orchestrate a
virgin birth - that’s already one extra person! You see,
if you can get past Genesis 1:1, you’re home free
concerning miracles. “In the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth.” First there was nothing.
Nothing but God. God made the first man without a
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father or a mother, out of clay that He formed out of
nothing. Now it may be a mystery to you, but it is not
a mystery to God.

| love this verse: 1 Timothy 3:16 '° Beyond all
question, the mystery of godliness is great: He
appeared in a body, Now that’s what the virgin birth
is all about. ... was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen
by angels, Have you ever thought about that, seen of
angels? Did you ever consider that through all
eternity, the eons of the ages, no angel had ever seen
God because God is invisible? He is Spirit. The first
time any angel, or anybody, ever saw God was when
the Word was made flesh. The angels said, “There is
God lying in a manger.” was preached among the
nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in
glory.

Don’t worry if you can’t explain the virgin birth.
You can’t explain the virgin birth anymore than you
can explain God. When you can explain God, then
perhaps you can explain the virgin birth. You see,
there is this sacred MYSTERY of the virgin birth.
Great is the mystery of godliness. We join Mary in
saying, “How can this be,” and we join the angel
when we say, “With God all things are possible.”

If you have difficulty believing the virgin birth, I’ll
tell you what your real difficulty is. Your God is too
small. That’s right. Your God is too small.

Il. SECOND POINT. | WANT YOU TO SEE NOT
ONLY THE SACRED MYSTERY OF IT, BUT |
WANT YOU TO SEE, AND THIS IS VERY
IMPORTANT, THE SAVING MINISTRY OF
THE VIRGIN BIRTH.

Luke 2:8-14 8 And there were shepherds living out
in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. ° An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. '° But the angel said to them, “Do not
be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will
be for all the people. ** Today in the town of David a
Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. *2
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
3 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
Y «Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”
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The virgin birth and the incarnation -- that is, God
being made flesh -- was necessary for our salvation.

I want you to follow me here: God gave Adam and
Eve dominion in the Garden of Eden. They sinned
and they lost that dominion. They forfeited it. Then
rather than being servants of God, they became slaves
of Satan and they infected the entire human race with
sin.

1) Our dominion was lost by a M-A-N, a man.
The only way it can ever be returned to us is by a man,
another man, and that other man is the Lord Jesus.

All of us today are represented by one of two men
-- either Adam or Jesus. In Adam all die; in Christ all
are made alive.(1 Cor. 15:22)

Now, Jesus Christ, the last Adam (1 Cor. 15:45),
came, born of a virgin, to undo what the first Adam
did. Now, apart from the virgin birth, therefore, there
is no hope of salvation.

Well, how did He come to undo what the first
Adam did? Well, the Bible clearly and plainly
teaches that the wages of sin is death. The soul that
sins shall surely die. And the Bible says, “Without
shedding of blood in no remission of sin. ” (Rom. 3:23,
Ezk. 18:20, Heb. 9:22). Now sin must be paid for. It
must be atoned. And it must be atoned by shed blood.
God as Spirit has no blood. God is Spirit, the Bible
says (Jn.4:24). The great, eternal | AM is Spirit.

Well, the great, eternal | AM cannot die. The great,
eternal 1 AM cannot bleed. But this, this salvation
was lost by a man. This dominion was lost by a man.
Therefore, it must be redeemed by a man. “For
without shedding of blood is no remission.”

2) But not just any man can do. This man must
be a perfect man. He must be sinless and He also
must be innocent. Now listen: We are all sons and
daughters of Adam by birth, and no son or daughter
of Adam can qualify. Why? Put in your Bible,
Romans 5:12 in your margin. Romans 5:12 *
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one
man, and death through sin, and in this way death
came to all men, because all sinned

Is there anybody here in this place who would dare
stand up and say, “I’ve never sinned Of course not.
We know that we’re sinners - by birth, by choice, by
practice, by nature.

Had Jesus Christ been born like we were born,
He too would have been a Son of Adam. Had He
been a son of Adam, He would have been a sinner by
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nature. Had He been a sinner, He could not have
been innocent. Had He not been innocent, He could
have been nobody’s substitute -- not mine, not yours,
nobody else’s. The only sin He could die for would
be His own.

Are you starting to see the picture? Now God
wants us saved. And so, therefore, God’s answer is a
man, but a sinless man, a perfect man, the God-man,
the Lord Jesus Christ, someone who was both truly
human AND fully sinless. Human, that He might
undo what the first Adam did, that He might shed
blood, but that blood must be sinless blood.

Whose blood circulated in that little baby? We
might say it was the blood of God.

You say, “Now, wait a minute. You said a while
back that God doesn’t have blood. God is Spirit.”
Now you’re catching on. Check out this verse: Acts,
chapter 20:28: Paul is talking to the Ephesian elders,
and he said: Acts 20:28 *® Keep watch over
yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church
of God, which he (God) bought with his own blood.

How did God buy or purchase his Church? With
His own blood. Not God as a Spirit, but God as the
God-man, Jesus. This is clearly Jesus. And Jesus is
clearly God. The blood of God circulated through
that little baby in its mother’s womb. Sinless blood.
Innocent blood.

That’s the reason I said you take away the virgin
birth and the Incarnation and you have no hope of
heaven. Had He not been born of a virgin, He would
have been a son of Adam. And a son of Adam is not
capable of being a suitable substitute.

1 He came as He did, born of a virgin, to be what
He was - a sinless man — the second Adam.

1 He was what He was, sinless; to die a

substitutionary death.

He died a substitutionary death to atone for sin.

1
9 He atoned for sin that we might be born again and

Like I said, had He not been born of a virgin, He

would have been a son of Adam.

Mendel, who did his great work in genetics, said
this, concerning genetics, that is, the effect of our
genetic code, our DNA on us. Here’s what he said,
and | want you to listen to this. Mendel's Law of
Genetics reminds us of this. Listen to this statement.
“Every individual is the sum total of the characteristics
recessive or domi nanEveryi n
individual, everybody here is the sum total of the
characteristics recessive or dominant in its two
progenitors; that is, your two parents.

Now let me put that in plain English. All that was
in your father and mother is in you, all, not some, all.

You are the sum total of the genetic characteristics of
your father and mother.

If you understand this you can understand the

reason for the virgin birth. Remember, all that’s in
your parents is in you.

Suppose the parents of the Lord Jesus Christ had

been both deity, God plus God? Then He would have

been God because all that was in His parents was in
Him. He would have been God, fully God, yes,
perfectly God, but there’d be no humanity there.
There’s no way that He could save.

Well, suppose that the parents of the Lord Jesus

Christ had both been human? Then Jesus would have

been fully human.
characteristics of His father and His mother. And in
Adam all die. He would have been a sinner and again
could have been nobody’s Savior.

He would have inherited the

But now let’s suppose that His Father, (not

suppose, but learn) that His Father is truly God -- His
mother is truly human. Then who is He? He is the

God-man. He is God in human flesh. Not half God
and half man. But all God and all man. He is the
only begotten Son of God.
qualified to die upon that cross for our salvation.

He is the only one

Never, never overlook the importance of the virgin

birth! Thank God that He stepped out of heaven and
was born of a virgin. That’s the reason the angel said,
“This is good tidings of great joy which shall be to all
people. ” Jesus Christ is not the white man’s Savior,
the black man’s Savior, the yellow man’s Savior, the
western Savior or the eastern Savior -- He is the
Savior of the world. This is Good News which is to
all people. The world needs Jesus. Jews and Gentiles
need Jesus. Young and old need Jesus. Rich and
poor need Jesus. Intellectual and illiterate, we all

go to heaven.

No sinless sacrifice, no atonement;
No atonement, no new birth;

No new birth, no hope of heaven.

He was born of a virgin that we might be born
again. He came to earth that we might go to heaven.
He became the Son of man that we might become the
sons and daughters of God. That’s what it’s all about.
That is why we have the virgin birth.
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need Jesus. This world needs Jesus. YOU need Jesus.
He is the virgin-born Son of God.

Now | come to the third and final point. We’ve
talked about the sacred mystery of His birth. We’ve
talked about the saving ministry of His birth.

I1l. LET ME TALK TO YOU ABOUT THE SOVEREIGN
MAJESTY OF HIS BIRTH.
Look again in Luke 1. Let’s begin in verse 30:

Luke 1:30-32 * But the angel said to her, “Do
not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.
1 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and
you are to give him the name Jesus. ¥ He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The
Lord God will give him the throne of his father David,

Now we’re talking about the sovereign majesty of
this baby. “... the throne of His father, David. And
He shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of
His kingdom there shall be no end.”

As the Son of God, He shares the nature of God.
“Like Father, like Son.” Who is this baby, virgin-
born? Plain, straight, simple; listen to me: He is God
in human flesh. But let me tell you what the Bible
says. Put in your margin Hebrews 1:8 ® But about the
Son he says, [now listen. He’s talking to the Son, to
the Son, S-O-N] “Your throne, O God, will last
forever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter
of your kingdom.

Not only is this baby God, this baby is as much
God as if He were not man at all. He is the earthly
child of a heavenly Father and the heavenly child of
an earthly mother. That little baby lying in a manger,
wrapped in swaddling clothes, with His dimpled feet
touching the straw is the mighty God of Genesis 1:1.
The God who created all things. Do you believe it? |
believe it. Hebrews 1:10 *° He also says, “In the
beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the
earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.

He made the manger that He lie in. He is God
from everlasting. Jesus did not begin with Mary in
Bethlehem. He existed as ageless with His Father in
heaven. And He has come to rule and to reign.

CONCLUSION

This is great news, isn’t it?

What’s the world coming to? It’s coming to
Jesus. His is the cradle that will rock the world. You

can believe that. One day our dear Savior is going to
step out of the glory and those blessed nail-pierced
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feet will touch the Mount of Olives and there will be a
great earthquake. And Jesus is going to make His
way to Jerusalem. And the government shall be upon
His shoulders.

The answer to this world’s problems is the Lord
Jesus Christ. And the hope of each individual, the
hope of the church, the hope of the family, the hope
of this nation and the hope of this world is Jesus
Christ.

Christmas is SPETACULAR. I'm so glad that we
have such a SPETACULAR, wonderful Savior, aren’t
you? You know, this is a wonderful, wonderful,
wonderful time to tell about Jesus.

WHY THE VIRGIN BIRTH? He came to earth
that we might go to heaven. The whole purpose is
wrapped up in the substitutionary death. You see, the
Bible says, “All we like sheep have gone astray. We
have turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord
hath laid on Him [on Jesus] the iniquity of us all.”

Let this hand represent you. Let this Bible that
tells about sin, represent sin. You are a sinner, you
know. You know that the Bible says, “The wages of
sin is death.” Do you know that you are destined and
doomed to eternity without Christ if something is not
done about your sin? | can tell you, there is one thing
God will not do, and that is He will never overlook
your sin. Is this getting through? There you are.
There’s your sin.

Here's Jesus, virgin birth, the sinless Son of God.
No sin in Him, no blame on Him, and the Bible says,

.and the Lord hast
Our sins are laid on Jesus. The sinless one carried
those sins to the cross, and in agony and blood He
died upon that cross to pay our sin debt. Because our
sin is on Jesus, thank God, His righteousness is on us.
That’s good news. That’s good news. And the Bible
says it clearly, plainly, simply, sweetly, sublimely,
‘Believe on the Lord
saved.'’

If 1 could do it for you, I would. God knows I've
told you about it the best I know how. If I could do it
better, 1 would. God wants you saved. Why should
you die and go to hell when we have such a
wonderful salvation. Why?*

1| am indebted for much of the material in this message to
the late Adrian Rogers.
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