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BEAUTIFUL FEET 

Introduction 

Revelation 7:9 After this I looked and there before 

me was a great multitude that no one could count, 

from every nation, tribe, people and language, 

standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. 

They were wearing white robes and were holding 

palm branches in their hands. 

Today I have a mission message to go with the 

beginning of our Annual Christmas-time Mission 

Emphasis, starting with a Week of Prayer for Foreign 

Missions and ending with receiving the Lottie Moon 

Christmas Offering for World Missions… 

Our text from Romans is a powerful one on the 

need to share with every person, near and far, the 

Good News of Jesus Christ.  At  the end of our text 

today is v. 15b, “…As it is written, “How beautiful 

are the feet of those who bring good news!”   

 I have a new and strange appreciation of that 
verse since retuning from our mission work in Paris.  
You see, the day before leaving I started packing (last 
minuite).  I had a great pair of shoes all picked out.  
Rugged, comfortable, waterproof.  I can walk in them 
all day….  Well, as I am cleaning them off to put in the 
suitcase I notice the sole is split from east to west, 
right down thru.  So I have to go buy something and I 
do.  Only thing is, they had no arch support and my 
feet ached from day one until the day we returned! 

Suddenly this verse in our text came to my mind 

with a new clarity: “How beautiful are the feet…. 

What could be more beautiful in the Kingdom of God 

than people who bring to others, whether near or far, 

the Good News? 

My aching feet made me think of all the sacrifices 

that missionaries make every day to bring the Gospel 

to people who don’t have it.  My feet were irrelevant.  

But the text is referring to the beauty of those who are 

willing do whatever it takes to bring Good news to 

people who do not have it. 

As we look at vv. 13-15, this familiar passage of 

Scripture, I want us to notice 3 things: 

I. FIRST, WE HAVE GOOD NEWS FOR 

EVERYONE THAT CAN SAVE ANYONE. – V. 
13 

“For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 

will be saved” (Romans 10:13). 

This is a remarkable promise from God. Anyone 

can be saved from his or her sins. Here in Romans 10 

we discover the same “everyone” (or “whoever”) that 

we see in John 3:16. “For God so loved the world 

that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life.” Anyone 

can be saved because we have a message that is 

genuinely Good News for everyone. There are no 

exceptions.  That means YOU are not an exception. 

From Genesis to Revelation, as we search the 

Scriptures we discover that the heart and passion of 

God our Father is for “all nations”,  the panta ta 

ethne, that is, for every people group of the world, to 

hear the Gospel and have the opportunity to come to 

Christ. We know that it is going to happen because 

we read of its fulfillment in Revelation. How soon it 

happens largely depends upon us. 

Yet locked in that remarkable promise is the reality 

that they must call on Jesus. For we are told in the 

Scripture, Acts 4:12 “Salvation is found in no one 

else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 

men by which we must be saved.”. 

How many of you have a GPS device?  They are 
really handy, especially when you are on a trip. For 
those of us who are used to driving down the highway 
with a GPS system, we get used to hearing Mr./Mrs. 
Garmin say, “turn right ahead.”   GPS helps people 
from getting lost and ultimately finding their 
destination.  

We are in a world where there are many “roads” in 

people’s minds to try and find God. There are roads 

of self help and there are roads of all kinds of world 

religions. Yet Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth and 

the life, and no one comes to the Father, but by me” 

(John 14:6). In other words, Jesus said, “I am the only 

road that leads people to God.”  

ILLUSTRATION:  All world religions have at least 
two things in common: 1) They provide a system for 
humans to appease or connect to their god; and 2) 
They provide some moral code of how humans are to 
act and relate to others. 

I learned in Paris, in Islam, they use a POINT 
SYSTEM.  You get so many points for praying 5 times a 
day, according to the video, you get 27 points for 
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Friday prayer at the mosque, more points for going to 
Mecca on a Hodge.  You add up your points to get to 
heaven someday.   But they don’t know how many 
are enough??? 

APPLICATION:  Noble as some things are in a 
religion, other than Christianity, there is no other 
world religion that has God coming to redeem 
humanity from their fallen state. This is why Jesus’ 
imperative in John 14:6 is so critical:  άbƻ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜΦέ The sacrifice Jesus 
made on the cross is the only way to provide 
redemption through His blood. (Hebrews 9:14) 

So it is important that we recognize and truly 

appreciate that anyone can be saved. And the 

“anyone” who will be saved must be saved through 

Christ alone. The Scripture says, in order for anyone 

to be saved he or she must call on the name of the 

Lord.  

We have Good News that God intends for 

everyone to hear so that the many “anyones” can be 

saved.  

Notice also in this passage:  

II. IT’S NOT REALLY GOOD NEWS FOR ANYONE 

UNTIL WE TELL SOMEONE. V.14 

Romans 10:14 
14

How, then, can they call on the 

one they have not believed in? And how can they 

believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And 

how can they hear without someone preaching to 

them? 

The nature of “news” by its very definition is that 

it has to be shared in order for it to be news. If it is 

not shared with others, it may be facts that are true, 

but it is not news until it is shared. And it may in fact 

be Good News, but to a world buried in all the bad 

news, it is not Good News until it is shared in a way 

that people can understand it. 

It is almost inconceivable to me that after 2,000 

years there are still people groups who have never 

heard the story. And yet conservative estimates tell us 

that 6 billion people in our world are lost without 

Christ and one-third of those have little or no access 

to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Some estimates suggest 

that there are more than 1.5 billion who do not even 

have access to someone to tell them. 

God asks a very practical question through the 

apostle Paul in this Scripture. While anyone can call 

on the name of the Lord according to the promise, 

how are they going to do that if they have never 

heard that God loves them and has made a 

provision for them to be forgiven of their sins? 
God says to us in this text, “Be realistic. How in the 

world can anyone know this Good News unless 

someone tells them? ”   That’s missions. 

The modern missionary movement began in the 
1790’s with work in India. It began when young 
William Carey first applied to his church board to be 
sent to India.  He received a classic reply. ά¸ƻǳƴƎ 
ƳŀƴΣέ said one of the older church leaders, άwhen 
God chooses to save the heathen of India, he will do 
ǎƻ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΦέ 

 Fortunately, Carey knew better than that. He 
knew that when God determines that something is to 
happen he also determines the means to make it 
happen, and, in this case, the first step to the 
evangelization of India was the pioneer work of 
William Carey. Carey persevered, and the rest, as they 
say, is history.1  (stand up) 

Those of us who have already enjoyed the 

privileges of the Good News must tell the many 

“anyones” who have never heard, or they will 

continue to die without ever hearing that there is 

Good News that can save them. It really seems so 

simple, and yet even though cola products and cell 

phone companies have penetrated many of these hard-

to-reach places, there remain so many parts of our 

world that the Gospel has never penetrated. 

(Last year IMB had to reduce missionaries for the 

first time….. We saw it in Paris…) 

I have to be real honest at this point and admit that 

I cannot personally conceive of 6 billion lost people It 

is bigger than my mind can imagine. … And many 

people in our world have not rejected the Gospel, they 

just never have heard it. Who will tell them if we 

don’t? What if you had never heard? How can they 

believe if they do not know? How can they know if 

someone does not tell them? (My prayer – we go way 

over this year..) 

III.  SOMEONE NEEDS TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

WITH EVERYONE. V.15 

Romans 10:15 
15

And how can they preach unless 

they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the 

feet of those who bring good news!” 

                                                 
1

 Boice, J. M. (1991-). Romans (1237). Grand 

Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House. 
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When we ask the Lottie Moon theme question, 

“Who’s missing? Whose mission?” I think we ought 

to also examine Acts 1:8 But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”.  

We may rightly excuse ourselves from full-time 

involvement on the mission field by saying that “God 

has not called me to be a missionary as a vocation.” 

We may also be able to excuse ourselves as not being 

gifted as an evangelist. But we cannot excuse 

ourselves from the inclusiveness of Acts 1:8! Jesus 

promises that everyone who is filled with the Holy 

Spirit will be a witness to Him.  If we are not called to 

go, we are called to help send.  We are called to pray. 

And the verb tense is clearly simultaneous. It is not 

Jerusalem, then Judea, then Samaria, then the 

uttermost parts of the earth. It is all of them at the 

same time. God has called us to witness in all of these 

areas.  

The text in v.14 asks, “How can they hear without 

a preacher?” I do not believe that the context 

suggests just a full-time vocational preacher. It comes 

from the Greek word “kerruso” which is literally one 

who announces or proclaims. There are many ways to 

do that, and all of us, as followers of Christ, are to be 

witnesses of the Good News to all those we 

encounter.  And now he says in v. 15, "And how shall 

they preach unless they are sent?" 

Here is his bottom line of this passage.  

¶ Paul has indicated that people must believe in 

Christ before they can call on him.  

¶ They must hear Christ before they can believe.  

¶ There must be preachers of the Word if people are 

to hear Christ.  

¶ Now he concludes that for Christ to be proclaimed 

to such people, preachers must be sent to them. 

 

Messengers of the Good News must be sent by 

churches today, just as Paul and Barnabas were sent 

on their missionary journeys by the Gentile church at 

Antioch (Acts 13:1–3). In fact, one of the objectives 

Paul had in writing Romans was to enlist the support 

of the Roman church in his plan to take the gospel 

beyond Rome to Spain and other places to the west 

(Rom. 15:23–29).  

The application for us is that if people today in 

unreached areas of the world are to hear the gospel 

and have the opportunity to believe on Jesus Christ, 

those who know Christ must set priorities, and pool 

their resources to send God’s messengers to them. We 

must do it. A strong missions program is mandatory 

for an obedient church. 

One of the things I am proud of about our church 
is that several years ago when our church was 
building this worship Center, and consequently really 
stretched financially to make ends meet, we chose 
NOT to reduce our budget in the area of missions 
(which often happens when churches face similar 
situations -and then they struggle for many parents 
after to recover in support to missions).  And I believe 
God honored that decision. 

Missions Means Growth 
Do you know when missions began in American 

churches?  William Carey started it all in Europe in the 
1790s.  Here in America it began right here in New 
England in the early 1800s and it divided Baptists into 
two almost equally divided groups. Three people 
Adoniram and Ann Judson and Luther Rice, had been 
appointed by the Congregationalists as missionaries 
to India. However, while en route the three studied 
the issue of baptism, and by the time they arrived in 
India they found they agreed on this issue with the 
Baptists. Therefore, the three missionaries were 
immersed by the Baptist missionaries already in India. 

Obviously Rice and the Judsons could no longer 
expect financial support from the Congregationalists. 
So Rice returned to America to enlist Baptist support 
for their work. His challenge resulted in a division 
among the Baptists into missionary and non-
missionary groups. 

Point: Although equal in size back then, today the 
non-missionary group has dwindled into a very small 
entity. Missionary supporting Baptists however have 
grown into the largest evangelical, religious body in 
the nation, the largest of which is our own 
denomination, Southern Baptists.2  (God blesses an 
obedient church). 

 

Revelation 7:9 After this I looked and there before 

me was a great multitude that no one could count, 

from every nation, tribe, people and language, 

standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. 

They were wearing white robes and were holding 

palm branches in their hands.  

This only one of many texts in the Bible that make 

                                                 
2
 Hobbs, H. H. (1990). My favorite illustrations 

(188). Nashville, TN: Broadman Press. 
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it clear that God desires every single people group of 

our world to be included in receiving the Gospel. 

Jesus entrusted each one of us with the marvelous 

privilege of making Him famous.  

It is truly good news that is for EVERYONE.  

It can actually save ANYONE.  

When we are the “whoever” that calls on the name 

of the Lord and is saved, we are to become the 

“ANYONE” who tells SOMEONE else.  

As each one tells SOMEONE, together we can tell 

EVERYONE. 

As we close, let me remind you that what we do in 

the area of missions (giving to the annual missions 

offering, working with immigrant Nepali’s, etc) is not 

theoretical. It directly affects real people who 

may/may not get their chance to hear about Jesus 

Christ.  

(starfish….) 
Years ago, Roger Shelton, a pastor from Nashville, 

Tennessee, was in Pusan, on an evangelistic mission. 
With an interpreter, he visited a man who was dying 
of a fatal disease. 

Speaking through the interpreter, he told the 
stricken man he had come to talk with him about 
Jesus Christ. The Korean replied, “I know. I have been 
waiting for you a long time.” Surprised, Shelton 
passed him to explain. The Korean said, “My people 
are Buddhist. But Buddha gives me no comfort.” Then 
he pointed to a Korean Bible “It tells of a Great One. I 
have waited for someone to come and tell me more 
about him.”  

He said that he had believed that if the Bible was 
true, God would send someone to tell him. 

Pastor Shelton told the man about Jesus and He 
readily believed. As they were leaving, the man 
thanked them for coming. Shelton said, however, that 
the man’s final words shook every fiber of his 
emotional being.  He said,  
ά¸ƻǳ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΦέ3 

I don't want to wait too long for even one person. I 

wanted to everything I can to send out many 

"beautiful feet" into the mission field. I am asking 

you to do the same. Many of you have given 

generously in the past to the annual world mission 

offering.  Please continue. But I want to especially 

                                                 
3
 Hobbs, H. H. (1990). My favorite illustrations 

(184–185). Nashville, TN: Broadman Press. 

appeal to others who have never done this before. It’s 

time to begin.  You will make a difference in 

someone's life this year. Give Jesus a Christmas gift 

that keeps on giving.  Make him number one.   

Invitation: 

But giving to Jesus is always a result of first 

receiving the greatest gift from Him.  I have Good 

News for you and that is that He came to Save 

Anyone.  And that includes YOU.  If you have never 

received God's gift of eternal life, you can do that 

today. Right now.   

You can't earn God's love. You can't earn 

forgiveness. You can't earn enough points to work 

your way to God. That's why Jesus Christ came. He 

came to pay for your sins and he offers to eternal life 

when you put your faith solely in him.  There is no 

other savior.  Only Jesus Christ was sent to redeem 

you.  You have no hope without him. That's why the 

world needs to know.  That's why you need to know 

and receive him. 

 Will you do that today?  In a moment, when we 

sang, will you stand with me to declare that.  You are 

once and for all going to trust in Jesus? 


