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PEOPLE IN THE BIBLE YOU SHOULD KNOW  PASTOR DAVID SAYLOR 

JOSIAH–2 KINGS 22-23; 2 CHRON. 34-35 

Today will conclude our series in the Old 

Testament entitled, "People in the Bible You Should 

Know."   We have looked at some of the mostly 

lesser-known people that in most cases, God used in 

great ways.  I hope it has whet your appetite to feed 

the Old Testament with open eyes.  As you read about 

what you read, think of the people and what God is 

doing through them.  And think about what that 

teaches you for your life today. 

So, for our last "people you should know" I chose a 

man whose name is Josiah.  He was one of the kings 

of Judah (the southern kingdom). 

He is what I’m calling a “breakthrough hero”. I’ll 

be talking about what that means for the people of the 

OT and for us.  

Josiah was a breakthrough hero because he made a 

great breakthrough spiritually and helped Judah make 

a huge breakthrough spiritually. Unfortunately, just 

like in the days of the judges, for Judah, the changes 

were short-lived.  

A little history.  Josiah became king at 8 years old. 

He became king because his father was assassinated. 

Josiah’s father, Amon, was a poor example. He 

followed the Baal’s and led the people of Judah into 

rejection of God and God’s ways.  But his example 

was his own father (Josiah’s grandfather), Manasseh.  

The bible says that Josiah’s grandfather desecrated 

God’s temple by instituting worship of idols in it. It 

says that he led the people to practices that were 

worse than the people that God drove out in the first, 

place including child sacrifice.  

God tried to speak to Manasseh, but he nor the 

people listened, so they were attacked and subjugated 

by a foreign king. Finally Manasseh turned back to 

God (2 Chronicles 33:12-13+) and things improved.  

But he died and his son, Amon, became king. Amon 

caused the country to go back to idol worship.  Amon 

was assassinated after only 2 years as King. The 

people then made his son, 8 year old Josiah, the king.   

Now turn to 2 Chronicles 34 today.  The story of 

Josiah is told in both places and we’ll follow it here. 

2 Chronicles 34:3 
3
In the eighth year of his reign, 

while he was still young, he began to seek the God of 

his father David. In his twelfth year he began to purge 

Judah and Jerusalem of high places, Asherah poles, 

carved idols and cast images. 

We see that Josiah, as young as he was, had a heart 

to seek after God. He removed the idol worship (vv.4-

7).  Then later, he began to spend his own wealth to 

restore the temple from the ruins it was in  (vv. 8+). 

And during the 18
th

 year of his reign, during the 

temple renovation, something amazing happens. 2 

Chronicles 34:14 
14

While they were bringing out the 

money that had been taken into the temple of the Lord, 

Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the 

Lord that had been given through Moses. 

The Book of the Law (first 5 books of our Bible) 

was found. People hadn’t heard or read from it in 

years. When Josiah heard it read, he was broken (v. 

19). He tore his robes and sought the Lord because he 

realized not only how far they had gone in worshiping 

what they should NOT have been worshiping, they 

also were not worshiping God in the ways that God 

had set up for them to do.  

He ordered Hilkiah the priest, 2 Kings 22:13 
13

“Go and inquire of the Lord for me and for the 

people and for all Judah about what is written in this 

book that has been found. Great is the Lord’s anger 

that burns against us because our fathers have not 

obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in 

accordance with all that is written there concerning 

us.” 

Through the reclaimed Word of God, the king and 

Judah realized just how far they had gone from God 

and what would happen because of their sin.  Their 

only recourse was to repent and change.  The rest of 

the story of Josiah shows that that is exactly what 

they did. 

It was a breakthrough time for Judah and for Josiah 

because Josiah did what no other king had ever done.  

2 Chronicles 34:29-32 
29

Then the king called 

together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 
30

He 

went up to the temple of the Lord with the men of 

Judah, the people of Jerusalem, the priests and the 

Levites—all the people from the least to the greatest. 

He read in their hearing all the words of the Book of 

the Covenant, which had been found in the temple of 

the Lord. 
31

The king stood by his pillar and renewed 

the covenant in the presence of the Lord—to follow 
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the Lord and keep his commands, regulations and 

decrees with all his heart and all his soul, and to obey 

the words of the covenant written in this book. 
32

Then 

he had everyone in Jerusalem and Benjamin pledge 

themselves to it; the people of Jerusalem did this in 

accordance with the covenant of God, the God of 

their fathers. 

Chapter 35 records the incredible turnaround that 

Josiah instituted.  After having removed all the false 

Gods from Judah, he returned the people to many of 

the feasts and worship practices of this book 

including the worship of God during the celebration 

called the Passover. The bible tells us that Josiah 

celebrated the Passover like no other king had ever 

done, including David and Solomon.  

2 Chronicles 35:18 
18

The Passover had not been 

observed like this in Israel since the days of the 

prophet Samuel; and none of the kings of Israel had 

ever celebrated such a Passover as did Josiah, with 

the priests, the Levites and all Judah and Israel who 

were there with the people of Jerusalem. 

It was a breakthrough time that tugged on God’s 

heart, who had had enough of his people’s 

unfaithfulness so that God gave them a reprieve that 

would continue if they would remain faithful as 

Josiah had led them. Unfortunately for the nation, that 

did not happen and soon after Josiah’s death, Judah, 

just like what had happened to Israel earlier, fell to 

the Babylonians and was no more (2 Chron. 36:15+). 

So why is this important for us.  I said that Josiah, 

a Breakthrough Hero.  Why?  Because… 

1. Josiah was TEACHABLE 

Sure Josiah was a kid when he began, but he 

obviously was willing to learn.  He was only eight 

years old! His grandfather is dead and his father has 

been murdered. What must have gone on in Josiah’s 

mind? Who will lead him? What kind of influences 

will shape his reign? 

One thing is for sure, someone had a positive 

influence on Josiah. It wasn’t his father.  It may have 

been Shaphan, the governor of the city, or perhaps 

Hilkiah the high priest. We read a lot about them. 

Whoever influenced Josiah, we know this: he became 

the most godly, faithful king Judah had ever seen. 2 

Kings 23:25 says: Now before him there was no king 

like him, who turned to the LORD with all his heart, 

with all his soul, and with all his might, according to 

all the Law of Moses; nor after him did any arise like 

him. 

But it wasn’t until at least his eighteenth year of 

reign, when he was 26,  that the Book of the Law was 

found. Even then, he listened to the book and he 

sought out God’s Word for direction. He remained 

teachable. 

On a personal level, breakthrough moments come 

so less often when we are unteachable. If they do 

come, they usually are much, much more painful.  

The lesson is to spiritually, remain open and 

willing to what God is saying through His Word, 

through His Spirit, and through those around us. Too 

often I encounter people, both Christian and not, that 

know all that they need to know. They are rigid. 

Inflexible.  They have stopped growing.  They have 

become unteachable. 

I want to illustrate this, and something else later 

with a sports story. 

Not too long ago there was a story on TV of a 
Christian school basketball team that beat another 
team by the score of 100 to 0. It was a slaughter.  

LET’S WATCH A BIT OF THE NEWS CLIP… 
A little more about the story.   
The coach of the winning team, even though it was 

clear that the other team was no match, not only left 
his best players in, he kept a full court press going. He 
kept pushing his players to keep scoring.  As 100 
points started to be a possibility, their fans, including 
the parents and other adults began cheering wildly 
for them to push on and totally embarrass the 
opposing team. 

Now, later on, even after the heat of the 
excitement, the coach of the winning team was 
unapologetic about it. The school administration, 
realizing how un-Christ-like the game had become, 
opted to forfeit the win. But the coach went to the 
media and continued not to see that anything wrong, 
and ultimately was fired in response. UNTEACHABLE. 

When you are no longer teachable, you are no 

longer living the Christian life… 

2. Josiah OVERCAME HIS PAST 

What a past to overcome! A grandfather who was 

one of the vilest kings ever. A father who was no 

better and was eventually assassinated. Josiah didn’t 

have very good examples to follow, did he? But we 

saw that he didn’t allow his past to keep him from 

doing what was right.  That is the power of God. That 

is the power of the Gospel.   To enable us to be able 
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to be different, be better than what we could be on our 

own… 

So often our past overshadows us. I believe right 

now there are a lot of us here today that are 

struggling. We are hurting. Some from past things 

that perhaps were done to us and not done that should 

have been.  

I believe that as long as we stay there, we are 

missing out on some of God’s greatest blessings. The 

hurts, past and present, are barriers that need to be 

broken through. Healing needs to take place. But 

sometimes true healing can’t come until we open up 

the wound and let out all the rot that is poisoning us. 

Sometimes wounds will not heal properly until they 

are opened up and exposed. We’ve tried putting 

bandages on it and new bandages on it but it just 

festers. We’ve tried to cover it but it does really heal. 

So we keep going back to the past… we relive 

those unholy moments over and over again wishing 

that something would have been different. Fantasizing 

about how different things could have been. Or 

perhaps even worse, we constantly romanticize the 

good times so that we don’t have to deal with the pain 

we are feeling. We get stuck there and can’t find 

anyway to move forward. 

So I want to give you another “sports illustration”.  

I mentioned how a Christian sports team got it wrong. 

Let me share how one got it right.  This happened last 

year and again it’s in Texas (coincidence) and it 

involves Grapevine-Faith Christian High’s football 

team. 

Grapevine-Faith was a football powerhouse in 
their division. They had 70 kids, and the latest 
equipment. They had a full coaching staff and were 7-
2 going into the game. Overall 400 parents and fellow 
students came to support their team.. 

They were was scheduled to play the Gainesville 
State School – for criminally convicted youth.  The 
squad was only 14 strong. The families of many of 
them had disowned them. Gainesville was 0-8 and 
had only scored two touchdowns all year. They were 
playing with pads that were 7 years old. 

So Grapevine’s coach, Kris Hogan, called the 
students and the parents together earlier in the week 
with an idea. He told them who their opponents were 
and asked that for this game that half of the 
Grapevine fans become Gainesville fans for this one 
night. “Imagine you didn’t have a home life. Imagine if 
everyone had pretty much given up on you. Now 

imagine what it would mean if hundreds of people 
would suddenly believe in you. Here’s the message I 
want you to send: You are just a valuable as any other 
person on planet Earth.” 

They agreed. In a genuine gesture of Christian 
love, 200 Grapevine parents and students cheered the 
Gainesville team by name. The parents made a 
banner for the Gainesville kids to run through. 
Grapevine even gave them cheerleaders for that life-
changing night. 

LETôS WATCH THE NBC AFFILIATE 

NEWS CLIP… 

Just as this story shows, with God there is hope in 

every situation.  I believe Josiah shows us that there is 

hope too and we CAN move forward. We can 

overcome our past. We can find healing and 

wholeness. We find the inspiration to open up our 

festering wounds and expose them to God’s healing 

grace that comes in the presence of God’s people.  

And there is one more thing... 

3. Josiah TOOK GOD AT HIS WORD. 

That’s what Josiah did.  He discovered God’s 

Word and realized that God’s way, though different 

that the ways he and Judah had taken, was the BEST 

way,  And he immediately set into motion plans to be 

obedient to it. 

You are never more teachable and the past is never 

more changeable than when we surrender ourselves to 

the Word of God.  He knew that the way forward was 

through God. He led the people to restore and renew 

that covenant that God had made with His people 

generations before. God had always been faithful - 

but they had not. But it wasn’t too late. They didn’t 

need to stay stuck. They need only obey the Word. So 

they pledged themselves anew. They began to walk in 

God’s ways and did so like had not been done since at 

least the times of the judges. They sought the Lord. 

They worshipped the Lord.   

Josiah discovered God’s Word  and surrendered to 

it.  That is UNLIKE many of us today… 

¶ The Word of God says that we must repent and 

turn to Jesus Christ to be saved?  You know that 

is what God’s Word says…have you done it?  

What are you waiting for?  The longer you 

postpone, the less time you will have to live out 

the purposes God has for your life.   

¶ The Word of God says to Serve Him 

wholeheartedly.  Does that describe your life? 
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Why not?   

o It’s not like we have an excuse. It’s not like 

in Josiah’s day that the Word of God has 

been lost and we have no access.  I believe 

their guilt will be less for all the wicked 

directions they went because they did not 

have God’s Word. 

o But if you tell me “I don’t have a Bible to 

read.”  I’ll send you home with a 

Bible…today!  We ALL have the Words of 

God.  We are all going to be responsible for 

what we do with them! 

Are you Teachable? 

Are you Overcoming Your Past?  Are you letting 

the love and hope of God heal you and make you 

whole?  Turn you from old sinful ways to God’s way 

of living? 

 

We can talk “teachable”. We can talk “change”, 

but it is only going to be talk until we put God’s word 

first.  
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They, well, basically… prayed!  

John Wesley said, “God does nothing but in 

answer to prayer.” 

What Wesley was saying is that breakthroughs do 

not happen unless we are teachable and show that we 

are ready by seeking God with every ounce of our 

being in prayer. It is not that God cannot do these 

things. But history and the bible show repeatedly that 

we just aren’t able to experience the blessings of God 

until we are willing to seek Him. 

I believe there are a lot of hurts in our midst. Some 

are past and some are present. I also believe that we 

can’t move forward until we as the church face them. 

We can’t breakthrough unless we, together, 

breakthrough. We can’t move ahead until was let God 

heal our hurts. We won’t find the healing balm of 

God’s grace unless we seek it together in prayer. 

I mentioned how a Christian sports team got it 

wrong. Let me share how we got it right. 

I want us to pray. Not just individually but 

together. I know we are busy. But we need to pray if 

we are going to make any progress. I don’t even know 

when or what times. But here we are at Easter. And 

we need to pray. We need to seek the Lord praying 

with and for one another. 


