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Now, | have a little quiz for you this morning:

Tell me what personality trait comes into your
mind when you hear the following biblical names:

Example: Judas -the betrayer,
Thomas — the doubter,

Moses — the deliverer,

e Shimei

Shimei? Yes Shimei. We’ve been doing a series
called “People in the Bible You Should Know”.
We’ve discovered Mirian, Mephibostheh, and last
week Abigail.

And today when you leave the worship service this
morning | want you to remember the name Shimei.
And | want you to remember what trait should be
identified with him.

Shimei suffered from a illness that unfortunately
strikes both Christian and non-Christian alike and can
destroy the very spiritual fiber of a person’s life and
faith.

The story of Shimei is told in 2 Samuel 16:5-13;
19:16-23; and 1 Kings 2:8-9, 36-46. This
little-known Bible character - his actions and the
reactions by David and Solomon teach us a lot about
ourselves, our spiritual journey and our God.

BACKGROUND

But, before | read our text this morning | want give
you a little background

Previous to our text, King Saul was the 1% ruler of
Israel. But he’d grown disobedient to God and God
anointed David to eventually replace him.

The only problem was that Saul hadn’t died yet...
and he had NO INTENTION of giving up his throne
to anybody but another Benjamite, like himself.

So once Saul realized that David was God’s next
choice for the throne, he sought on several occasions
to have David killed.

By contrast... David had several opportunities to
kill Saul — but refused to do so. He repeatedly said
that he would not lay a hand on the “Lord’s
Anointed” — he would leave vengeance to God
(sounds like last week?). And he never did.

Now, in time, David became king of all Israel, just
as God had intended. About 30 years into his reign,

one of David’s own sons, Absalom, attempted a coup.
He garnered the support of the people and most of the
military, and as our story is beginning, David was
being forced to flee Jerusalem.

Now that brings us to a three part text this morning
about our subject, Shimei.

I. SHIMEI THE CRITICAL SPIRIT - 2 SAMUEL
16:5-14
David is fleeing from Jerusalem because of
Absalom’s revolt:

2 Samuel 16:5-8 °As King David approached
Bahurim, a man from the same clan as Saul’s family
came out from there. His name was Shimei son of
Gera, and he cursed as he came out. ®°He pelted
David and all the king’s officials with stones, though
all the troops and the special guard were on David’s
right and left. "As he cursed, Shimei said, “Get out,
get out, you man of blood, you scoundrel! ®The Lord
has repaid you for all the blood you shed in the
household of Saul, in whose place you have reigned.
The Lord has handed the kingdom over to your son
Absalom. You have come to ruin because you are a
man of blood!”

Now this is pretty odd behavior! What would cause
Shimei to behave like that? Most likely in his own
mind, Shimei felt that David was responsible for the
overthrow of Saul's rule (he wasn’t). He may have
supposed that David had something to do with the
deaths of Saul and his son Jonathan (he didn’t). So he
considered the rebellion of Absalom as a means of
David's being taken in his own mischief. So, to the
partisan mind of Shimei, David was a bloody man.

There’s another reason too. | think Shimei had a
disease. A disease all of us get sometimes, BUT
SOME seem to have a chronic case. | think Shimei
suffered from the disease of A CRITICAL SPIRIT.
Today | want you to meet and remember, “Shimei —
the Critic.”

What are the symptoms of this disease? People
with a critical spirit

e ...focus on the negative.

e They look for and dwell on the faults of others.

e And they’re very vocal in their unhappiness
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with how others live.
Critical people not only focus on the negative...

e But the person they’re upset with usually hasn’t
even intended to cause them any harm

e They are so obvious in their negative spirit that
others know them to be critical individuals or
complainers. But they don’t!

Now - notice how Shimei conducts himself

e He’s extremely negative toward David
e He’s VERY vocal in his dislike of David -
curses at David...throws dirt and stones at him.
e Lastly, Shimei’s negative spirit is so obvious
that Abishai takes offense at how David is
treated.

2 Samuel 16:9 “Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said
to the king, “Why should this dead dog curse my lord
the king? Let me go over and cut off his head.”

Now there are some people who think being
critical a good thing.

ILLUS: After a preacher had given a sermon on
spiritual gifts, a woman from the congregation came
up to him and said, "That was a great sermon... but |
believe | only have one gift."

The preacher smiled and asked, "What’s your gift?

The woman replied, "l have the gift of criticism."

That was the nature of Shimei. He was a man
given over to a negative, critical spirit.

Now, by contrast, | want you to take a close look at
David here.

Here’s the thing. He also had good reason to be
infected with this disease. He had reason to have a
critical spirit

Stripped of his security, betrayed by his own son
whom he loved, rejected by his people, no longer a
young man capable of handling life on the run... this
was one of his darkest hours of his life.

And THEN — along comes this weasel, this mean
spirited, insignificant excuse for a man throwing dirt
and rocks at him.

Now, I don’t know about you... but, | know how it
is with me. You catch me on a day when everything is
going wrong. A day when DI'm tired... a little
grouchy... and then someone says just the wrong
thing... I might be inclined to take Abishai up on his
offer. "Here you go Abishai. Use my sword! But
don’t kill him ...too quickly."”

POINT: You know, sometimes the only thing
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that’s necessary for us to become infected with a
critical spirit is for life to become REALLY unfair. At
times like that it’s almost like someone has lit a match
in a closet full of fireworks. When that happens, you
better stand back... because that baby’s gonna blow!

But that didn’t happen to David.

Before we go on, let me give you 3 reasons why
David did not become critical:

First, David REMEMBERED his own sin
Look with me to 2 Samuel 16:10-11

YBut the king said, “What do you and I have in
common, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing
because the Lord said to him, ‘Curse David,” who can
ask, ‘Why do you do this?” ~ "David then said to
Abishai and all his officials, “My son, who is of my
own flesh, is trying to take my life. How much more,
then, this Benjamite! Leave him alone; let him curse,
for the Lord has told him to.

God had told Shimei to curse David? Why would
David think such a thing?

Well, just a few months before this incident with
Shimei, David had committed a grave sin. Do you
remember what it was? That’s right, he had slept with
a friend’s wife, got her pregnant and then arranged to
have his friend killed on the field of battle. As a
result, God had told David that life was going to get
really hard for him.

Now here is Shimei making David’s life miserable
as he flees from the armies of Absalom and David
REMEMBERS his sin and he acknowledges that
Shimei may very well be the messenger of God to
punish him.

The key to a humble, uncritical spirit is to
remember that you too have sinned. To remember that
I have sinned.

In Luke 18, Jesus told a parable about this in the
Gospels. He told of a Pharisee and a Tax Collector who
happened to be worshipping in the Temple. The
Pharisee could only see the sinfulness of the man
beside him. The Tax Collector was seeing his own sin.
Who had the critical spirit? The Pharisee. Jesus tells us
that the humble tax collector (rather than the proud
Pharisee) “went home justified before God.” (Luke
18:14)
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Secondly, David REMEMBERED God’s
faithfulness. - Psalm 3: 1-4

Psalm 3 was written by David while he was
fleeing Absalom.

Psalm 3:1-4 O LORD, how many are my foes!
How many rise up against me! Many are saying of
me, "God will not deliver him." But you are a shield
around me, O LORD; you bestow glory on me and lift
up my head. To the LORD 1 cry aloud, and he

answers me from his holy hill."
A favorite hymn recalls this Biblical concept:
Count your blessings, name them one by one.

Count your many blessings, see what God has
done...."

God is faithful to us. If we focus on God’s
faithfulness then you and I can inoculate ourselves
against the ungratefulness that is often the source of a
critical spirit

ILLUS: One article | read said this: | AM THANKFUL

e The taxes | pay ...because it means I'm
employed.

e The clothes that fit a little too snug ....because it
means | have enough to eat.

e The spot | find at the far end of the parking lot
....because it means | am capable of walking.

e My huge heating bill ....because it means | am
warm.

e All the complaining | hear about our government
....because it means we have freedom of speech.

e The lady behind me in church who sings off key
....because it means that | can hear.

e Weariness and aching muscles at the end of the

day ....because it means | have been productive.

Third, David REMEMBERED God’s promises
Psalm 3:5-8 continues:

"l lie down and sleep; | wake again, because the
LORD sustains me. | will not fear the tens of
thousands drawn up against me on every side. Arise,
O LORD! Deliver me, O my God! Strike all my
enemies on the jaw; break the teeth of the wicked.
From the LORD comes deliverance. May your
blessing be on your people."

Somehow it doesn’t seem quite right to ask God
punch our enemies lights out! To break our enemies
teeth... but David could do that because he was
relying on the promises God had made to protect him.
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He had been chosen by God and had received specific
promises based upon that special relationship. So all
David was doing was calling upon God to make good
on those promises.

Now...if we belong to Jesus, we have a special
relationship with God. A Relationship based upon
promises that God has made to us. Promises God has
made that He would protect us:

"I will never leave you or forsake you..."

"No temptation has overtaken you that is not
common to man.."

"All things will work together for good..."

And perhaps the most important promise | know of
is in Romans 8:1

“there is now NO CONDEMNATION for those
who are in Christ Jesus”

POINT: There are always going to be Shimei’s in
our life. People whose sole objective in life is to drag
us down so that they can lift themselves higher in
their own estimation. But when we recognize the truth
of Romans 8:1, the Shimei’s that try to hurt us and
humiliate us have no ground to stand upon. They
can’t gain any traction in their accusations... because
there is NO CONDEMNATION for those of us who
are in Christ Jesus.

Il. SHIMEI THE SPARED SINNER - 2 SAM. 19:16-
23

Ultimately Absalom was killed and his revolt
ended. David, though shaken by his son’s death, was
nevertheless ruling again.

Now, on his way back into Jerusalem he once

again met by Shimei the Benjamite, and with him
there were a thousand men of Benjamin. This time
Shimei is not cursing and calling David ugly names,
nor throwing stones and kicking up dust.
2 Samuel 19:18b-2 ..When Shimei son of Gera
crossed the Jordan, he fell prostrate before the king
Yand said to him, “May my lord not hold me guilty.
Do not remember how your servant did wrong on the
day my lord the king left Jerusalem. May the king put
it out of his mind. °For | your servant know that |
have sinned, but today I have come here as the first of
the whole house of Joseph to come down and meet my
lord the king.”

He falls down before the king and pleads for
mercy. He confesses, "I have sinned." Doubtless he
wanted to impress David that he was a man of
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considerable influence by bringing a thousand men
with him. He knows his life is in the hands of the
King.

Abishai, brother of Joab, asks, ""Shall not Shimei be
put to death for this, because he cursed the Lord's
anointed?" (v.21) Abishai and Joab were quick to
settle all matters with the sword! David grew a bit
weary with them at times.

At the moment David was more interested in
healing and bringing the people together than he was
in putting someone to death. He said to Shimei, 2
Samuel 19:22-23 ?David replied, “What do you and
| have in common, you sons of Zeruiah? This day you
have become my adversaries! Should anyone be put
to death in Israel today? Do | not know that today |
am king over Israel?” **So the king said to Shimei,
“You shall not die.” And the king promised him on
oath.

David had been through some very difficult days
and longed for peace. He wanted his return to
Jerusalem to be a time of rejoicing, not a day of
vengeance.

Poll: Shimei — was he sincere or not? He comes
and asks forgivnesss. How many here think he was
probably truly repentant and how many think he was
just sorry that he backed the wrong man and he was
now in trouble and likely to be killed? (take poll).
I’'m with the second group (and | think King David
was too — later).

But what did David do? He forgave him and he
made him a promise that he would spare his life,
though he was guilty of treason and stupidity! He did
it for the sake of a greater cause — the nation and
God’s glory.

Sometimes people ask me, “Pastor how can |
forgive someone when I don’t think they are really
deserve it? When I don’t think they are sorry?” |
guess my answer should be, “Ask King David.” 1
guess my answer should be, “Ask Jesus.” How many
of us deserve God’s forgiveness? None of us.

I1l. SHIMEI THE SELF-CONVICTED - 1 KINGS 2

But there is one more chapter in Shimei’s story,
and for that we must turn to 1 Kings 2.

Years have passed. Now King David is old and is
about to die. He is speaking to his son Solomon, the
new king, about Shimei. When Shimei had
blasphemed the Lord's anointed, David had spared his
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life under oath, but now the matter was in Solomon's
hands.

1 Kings 2:8-9 8« And remember, you have with you
Shimei son of Gera, the Benjamite from Bahurim,
who called down bitter curses on me the day | went to
Mahanaim. When he came down to meet me at the
Jordan, I swore to him by the Lord: ‘I will not put you
to death by the sword.” °But now, do not consider him
innocent. You are a man of wisdom; you will know
what to do to him. Bring his gray head down to the
grave in blood.”

David realized that Shimei was still a political
threat and so advised Solomon not to regard him as
guiltless, but to do with him according to what might
be considered wise.

In the following verses (vv. 36+) Solomon called
for Shimei, instructed him to build himself a house in
Jerusalem, and not to leave the city. This would keep
him under surveillance and away from the other
Benjamites. He was warned that if he ever left the
city, he would then be executed, by his own choice.
Shimei agreed. Solomon was giving Shimei a place of
refuge. If Shimei would abide by the king's
instructions, he could live out his days in peace.

Guess what? He didn’t. For three years all was
well. Then, when two of his servants ran away,
Shimei did a very foolish thing. Instead of petitioning
the king for permission to seek those servants, or
arranging for someone else to being them back, he
went to Gath in person and brought back the servants.
Maybe he supposed he could slip away, bring back
his servants, and the king would never know about it.

Before we judge him too harshly, let us be
reminded that people act in an equally senseless
manner today. Many throw off divine restraints and
violate the will of God. They suppose that their deeds
will go undetected by the King of heaven. They risk
their souls for earthly possessions.

Solomon however, learned of Shimei's violation of
his agreement and he lived up to his promise and
Shimei was killed.

Lessons

1. God can help us control a Critical Spirit

ILLUS: As Abraham Lincoln was dying from assassin
wounds, it is recorded that Secretary of War, Stanton
said, "There lies the most perfect ruler of men that



Page |5

the world has ever seen."

One reason is he succeeded in curing himself of
the critical spirit we’ve talked about this morning.

Lincoln had suffered through inept and bungling
generals for the first three years of the war, but in the
summer of 1863, it seemed that the Union under
General Meade would finally be able to crush the
confederacy. Lee had stumbled badly at Gettysburg
and needed to flee back across the Potomac to
regroup and survive. But the Potomac was swollen
and crossing was impossible. Sensing victory at hand,
Lincoln sent both a telegraph and a special messenger
to Meade specifically instructing him not to hold a
war council but to attack immediately. What did
Meade do? He held his war council and delayed.
Because of that delay Lee had the time to move his
troops across the river to safety.

Lincoln was crushed. In anger he composed this
letter:

"My dear General,

I do not believe you appreciate the magnitude of
the misfortune involved in Lee’s escape. He was within
our easy grasp, and to have closed upon him would, in
connection with our other late successes, have ended
the war. As it is, the war will be prolonged indefinitely.
... It would be unreasonable to expect and | do no
expect that you can now effect much. Your golden
opportunity is gone, and | am distressed
immeasurably because of it."

What do you suppose Meade did when he read
that letter?... He never did. Because Lincoln never
sent the letter. It was found later amongst Lincoln’s
papers following his death.

Why didn’t he send it? Because he had come to
grips with a critical spirit and determined to defeat it.

2. Forgiveness is free but it is not cheap.

Shimei is an example of all of us who NEED
come to the cross for forgiveness. All of us are
guilty. None of us deserve forgiveness. All of us get
it Amazing!

I t s al shouldwdteyd forgéveness, even
to those who may not deserve it. Often we wonder if
the person needing our forgiveness is sincere.

Just as King David forgave insincere Shimei, for
the sake of a greater cause, so we are reminded that
we too don’t forgive because they are sincere, not
because it is deserved, but because of greater causes.

One of those causes is OURSELVES. If we
refuse to forgive, we live with a bitter, critical
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unforgiving heart — and we pay twice for the wrong
done against us.

Another much greater cause is the Glory of God.

3. God gives opportunities for deliverance,
but he allows us to play the fool if we
choose.

Despite David's leniency toward Shimei, and
Solomon's allowing him to live in peace provided he
would remain in Jerusalem, Shimei sealed his own
fate.

Many today are given marvelous opportunities by

the mercy and grace of God, but they, like Shimei,
play the fool.



